
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      December 8, 2010 
 
Maine Board of Pesticides Control  
28 State House Station 
Augusta, Maine 04333-0028 
 
Dear Pesticide Board Members: 
 

The Lucas Tree Expert Company appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Draft Report on 
Findings and Recommendations on Chapter 584.  We have voiced our concerns previously on a number of 
the sections in this report and continue to have issues regarding the recommendations put forth.  Based on 
that we feel we should reiterate some of our broader concerns.   
 

 Lucas Tree feels that this registry should be a truly comprehensive registry and include all 
pesticide applications, commercial as well as private.  During discussion at the Board meetings, 
the Board pointed out on several occasions that the true concern being dealt with was the “risk” 
involved with exposure of neighbors to pesticides.  When comments were offered that the cost and 
difficulty of some notification by applicators would be substantial, the Board’s response was that 
“risk” was the more important issue regardless of the cost or difficulty.  Yet, when the Board staff 
viewed the homeowner notification, as “well beyond the means of the BPC’s resources” 
homeowners were excluded and an entire segment of applicators were taken out of the notification 
requirement.  When the cost of notification became the burden of someone other than commercial 
applicators, cost consideration seems to take priority over perceived “risk”. 

 
The argument that applicators have larger more powerful equipment than homeowners and 
therefore homeowners should not be included in the registry is only partially accurate.  A 
substantial number of the applications we perform are completed using non-motorized walk 
behind spreaders, non-motorized sprayers, squirt bottles and other similar equipment.  All of this 
equipment is available and quite often used by the average homeowner performing pesticide 
applications on their own properties.  We are applying no differently than they are and causing no 
greater “risk”.  Yet we will have to comply with this registry and they will not.   
 
If the issue really is “risk”, then all applications should be included.  If the Board decides to 
continue to make this registry commercial only, then at the very least, we suggest exempting non-
motorized or homeowner likely applications performed by commercial applicators since the Board 
does not consider these applications to present the same potential risk as motorized applications. 

 
 The report states that the burden for the applicators to implement the registry will reside mostly in 

the first year and then diminish each year after that.  We disagree with this assessment of the 
implementation in our industry.  While it is true the initial setup will create a significant burden, it 
is unlikely that the burden will diminish substantially in subsequent years.  Unlike some of the 
other industries that have fixed land areas to treat, ours are changing constantly throughout the 
year.  New clients are brought on that may live near a registrant triggering a notification 
requirement, so the burden does not lessen as the years go on since our application sites are 
constantly in flux.  Also, as the registry list grows and the list becomes outdated, faulty 
information will cloud the issue even further.  We realize the Board anticipates taking affirmative 
steps to ensure the registry is kept current, however, without a specific written action plan in place 
to show how this will be accomplished, we have no level of confidence that the registry will stay 
up to date.  Our suggestion is to require annual renewal even if it requires statutory amendment.  



This will keep the list accurate and release the Board from the burden of having to verify registrant 
participation annually.       

 
 Lastly, we would like to comment on the Chapter 28 registry that was and still is in place prior to 

the new registry created by LD 1547.  The current Chapter 28 registry, has worked for applicators 
in urban areas very well.  It creates a list of properties, which if treated, require notification of the 
registrant.  This registry serves a great purpose for those residents that truly want effective 
notification of any pesticide application near their property.  It has been mentioned by staff that 
the registry was cumbersome to implement and the verification process took a lot of time to 
complete.  That registry had less than 30 names on it.  We wonder how will verification be 
handled with well over 1500 names on the new registry?  We are strongly in support of keeping 
the Chapter 28 registry format for the urban applications that are done by companies like ours.   

 
The by request option of notification has also worked well for residents, companies, and farmers.  
This form of notification is included in your report back to the legislature, and we support this 
form of communication between those applying and those requesting notification.   
 
It was mentioned in your findings and recommendations to the legislature that both the Chapter 28 
registry and the by request notification program had worked well but the participation was limited 
because many residents did not know about them.  How is this new notification program going to 
differ?  If the previous registry and the by request option had been advertised appropriately, would 
we be trying to deal with this today?  We support the old registry and its notification and sign up 
process.  The Chapter 28 registry works and will work on a broader scale if appropriate current 
exemptions are removed and it is advertised more thoroughly.     

   
Thank you again for the opportunity to comment and offer suggestions on the Draft Report on 

Findings and Recommendations on Chapter 584.  We hope that we have been able to effectively 
communicate some of the issues we have found with the report and offer constructive alternatives for 
consideration.  If there are any questions regarding the information offered above or you require further 
information, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
 
      Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
      Deven Morrill 
      Consulting Arborist 
    



12/28/2010

  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

From: BonGarMaine@aol.com [mailto:BonGarMaine@aol.com]  
Sent: Monday, December 13, 2010 10:29 AM 
To: Jennings, Henry 
Subject: comments 
  
I haven't read the entire draft proposal as its too painful  :).  I would just like to comment from an abutter's perspective.  We 
are entirely surrounded by commercial blueberry land.  I would like to see a system set up that would notify interested parties 
whenever and however chemicals are applied.  Electronically would be fine  Merrill has been compliant with the aerial 
notification and its a good start.   
  
Also, when fields are burned without notice, it can be a hardship for folks with respiratory issues, not to mention those without, 
as the smoke and lingering odors enter yr home and stay for a while.  It was also especially traumatic the day we returned 
from town to see smoke coming from the fields directly behind our house.  Try to imagine the feeling of thinking your home is 
on fire.  The simple courtesy of having notified us, a note on the door would have sufficed, would have saved us a  lot of 
stress that day.  
  
Thank you for listening.   Please feel free to e mail when/if the need arises.  
  
Bonnie Robinson  
1624 Mariaville Rd.  
Mariaville, ME 04605  



  
  
 
 
 
 
  

From: Mariana Tupper [mailto:betula.lenta@myfairpoint.net]  
Sent: Friday, December 24, 2010 3:14 PM 
To: Jennings, Henry 
Subject: comments due 2/2011 
  
Dear Mr. Jennings, 
  
I am writing to share my comments about Pesticide-application disclosure, for the Feb. 1, 2011, comment deadline: 
  
1) I believe that efforts should be focused on accurate and thorough reporting of all-size pesticide applications, by the 
applicators/land-owners--and the collection of such information on a user-friendly website. 
  
2) I suggest a one-time email, postal mail, and major-newspaper announcement of the website whereby all interested 
persons can access, anytime, information about past and future pesticides applications (starting retroactively with 
2010?) in any area of Maine. 
  
3) In summary, the persons (land-owners / hired applicators) responsible for applying the pesticides (whether by 
air over a large area, or from a spray-tank over a smaller area) are responsible for following all laws, AND for 
reporting all pesticide-application activities to the (BPC) website 30 days prior to application. The website is 
managed by the Board of Pesticide Controls, offering full disclosure in terms of: date of applications, names and 
amounts of pesticides, locations where pesticides are to be applied; and method of pesticide delivery (aerial, back-
pack tank, etc.).  
  
The suggestions above will cut out the amount of time needed to contact registry participants, as mentioned in the 
draft report: "commercial pesticide application companies often apply pesticides to a far larger number of properties, necessitating greater time to 
compare the registry to their customer list and implement the requirements." AND "commercial pesticide application companies often apply pesticides to a 
far larger number of properties, necessitating greater time to compare the registry to their customer list and implement the requirements."  
  
The suggestions above will also support the draft's finding that respondents believe "a comprehensive registry should apply to 
all outdoor pesticide applications." 
  
In this plan, citizens of Maine (large and small land-owners, visitors, and public officials ) are 
all responsible for educating themselves about the pesticide-application activities that are of 
interest to them.  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Mariana S. Tupper 
 
December 24, 2010 
 



Schlein, Paul B 

From: Steven Johnson [stevenj@maine.edu]

Sent: Monday, December 13, 2010 12:58 PM

To: Fish, Gary

Cc: Giguere, Steve; Prince, Hal; Hicks, Lebelle; Jennings, Henry; Connors, Raymond G; Tomlinson, Mary E; 
Schlein, Paul B; Barrett, Brian C; Haley, John; Shaw, Arthur; Meserve, Eugene P; Betts, Jan; Lamb, 
Peggy; Bickford, Justine M

Subject: RE: Board of Pesticides Control adopts policy regarding use of common consumer products or homemade 
mixtures as pesticides

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Blue

12/28/2010

Gary: 
  
Thanks for the update.  
  
From my reading, homeowner’s use of home brew materials is black and white – it is OK to produce home brew pesticides for 
your own use. 
  
The part that is not so clear is what happens to the food crop to which the home brew material is applied.  
  
I suspect that most farmers are indeed homeowners (landholders). This seems to release a 500 acre blueberry grower or a 3 
acre organically certified vegetable grower to apply home brew materials to their “home farm” and to sell or give away the food 
crop. Waiting for FDA to sample their food product for residues seems like a remote enough possibility that I suspect many will 
continue with the current practice of applying home brew pesticides (many if not all would be considered unregistered and 
thereby illegal) to crops and then continuing to market these crops to the general public. This is my real concern. One grower 
could potentially put adulterated crops into many many households where one homeowner would affect only one household. 
  
  
Steve Johnson 
  
  
  
  
******************************************************  
  
http://www.umaine.edu/umext/potatoprogram/  
Steven B. Johnson, Ph.D.      
Crops Specialist and Extension Professor  
University of Maine Cooperative Extension  
57 Houlton Road  
Presque Isle, Maine 04769  
1-207-764-3361                  VOICE 
1-207-764-3362                  FAX 
stevenj@maine.edu           EMAIL 
  

From: Fish, Gary [mailto:Gary.Fish@maine.gov]  
Sent: Monday, December 13, 2010 11:53 AM 
To: Fish, Gary 
Cc: Giguere, Steve; Prince, Hal; Hicks, Lebelle; Jennings, Henry; Connors, Raymond G; Tomlinson, Mary E; Schlein, Paul B; 
Barrett, Brian C; Haley, John; Shaw, Arthur; Meserve, Eugene P; Betts, Jan; Lamb, Peggy; Bickford, Justine M 
Subject: Board of Pesticides Control adopts policy regarding use of common consumer products or homemade mixtures as 
pesticides 
Importance: High 
  
Because you have inquired about this issue in the past, I thought you might be interested in the outcome of 
the Board of Pesticides Control’s adoption of a policy regarding use of common consumer products or 



homemade mixtures as pesticides this past Friday.  
  
The final adopted policy is attached.  Also, just FYI, I have attached information on acetic acid “vinegar” 
products which was presented to the Board by our toxicologist at that meeting. 
  
In essence the Board decided that its staff will not enforce the law against individuals that use common 
consumer products or homemade mixtures to mitigate pests when they use them on their own property.  
  
However, we will continue to strongly advise everyone against the use of “home chemistry” and we will 
direct any commodity producer -- who intends to distribute that commodity and who uses unregistered 
products to control, mitigate or otherwise prevent a pest problem -- to check with the Maine Department of 
Agriculture, Division of Quality Assurance and Regulations to make sure the unregistered product will not 
“adulterate” their commodity.  
  
If you have any questions, please reply. 
  
******************************************* 
Gary Fish 
Manager, Pesticide Programs 
Maine Board of Pesticides Control 
28 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333-0028 
207-287-7545 
207-624-5020 fax 
http://www.ThinkFirstSprayLast.org 
http://www.YardScaping.org 
  
"What humanity is inflicting upon itself and earth is, to use a modern metaphor, the result of a mistake in capital investment.  Having appropriated the planet's natural 
resources, we chose to annuitize them with a short term maturity reached by progressively increasing payouts."  E O Wilson 
  

12/28/2010



Schlein, Paul B 

From: Amy Seery [seerya@mmc.org]

Sent: Monday, January 31, 2011 6:58 PM

To: AF-Ask the Expert

Subject: Pediatric Bed Bug Presentation

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Yellow

2/10/2011

Dear Expert,  
   My name is Dr. Amy Seery, and I work at Maine Medical Center. I am a pediatrician and I will be presenting in February to 
our community of pediatricians, family docs, and others locally who care for our pediatric population about the growing bed 
bug infestation. The purpose of this talk is to promote accurate knowledge for ourselves and our patients. I was hoping 
someone could help point me in the right direction as to what pesticides are commonly used currently to treat bed bugs and 
what risks there might be to patients that are especially young or ill. Any other advice or tips would also be quite helpful- but 
your website has been a fantastic resource.  
   Thank you again for any assistance you can offer! 
         Amy Seery MD 
  
  
Amy Seery MD 
Pediatrics 
Barbara Bush Children's Hospital 
Maine Medical Center 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email message, including any attachments, is for the use of the intended recipient(s) only 
and may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and prohibited from unauthorized disclosure under applicable law. If 
you are not the intended recipient of this message, any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly 
prohibited. If you received this message in error, please notify the sender by reply email and destroy all copies of the original 
message and attachments.  



2/10/2011

  
  

Henry Jennings, Director 
Maine Board of Pesticides Control 
207-287-2731  
henry.jennings@maine.gov  

From: NANCY ODEN [mailto:cleanearth@myfairpoint.net]  
Sent: Sunday, January 09, 2011 9:18 AM 
To: Jennings, Henry; Bradstreet, Seth 
Subject: Fw: neonicotinoids 
  
  
           Published on Friday, January 7, 2011 by The Independent/UK  

Have We Learned Nothing Since "Silent Spring"? 
by Michael McCarthy 

Nicotine, found in tobacco, is a deadly substance - and not only for smokers. It has long been known as a powerful 
natural insecticide, and its presence in the tobacco crop has evolved to deter pests; it is toxic to virtually all of them 
(except one, the Carolina sphinx moth, whose fat green caterpillar, known in the US as the tobacco hornworm, has 
evolved a way of dealing with it). 

Nicotine is a neurotoxin, that is, it attacks the insect nervous system. In recent years, pesticide companies such as the 
German giant Bayer have developed a group of compounds which act in a similar way; they have been christened 
neonicotinoids ("new nicotine-like things"). Neonicotinoids are now among the most widely-used insecticides 
because they are very effective, and they are effective because they are "systemic". That means that they do not 
simply sit on the plant's surface but are taken up into the plant itself, so that any part of it becomes toxic to the aphid 
or other troublesome wee beastie attempting to feed upon it. 

Unfortunately, when we say "any part", that is literally true: not only the stem and the leaves are contaminated but so, 
even at the heart of the plant's flowers, are its pollen and its nectar. And when pollinating insects come along to 
gather them, such as honeybees, bumblebees, solitary bees, moths, butterflies, or hoverflies, which are by no means 
the "target" species of the insecticide, they get a shot of poison nonetheless. They may get a tiny shot. But each time 
they buzz to a contaminated flower for more pollen or nectar, they get another one. And another one. And another 
one. 

In the great mysterious crash of bee populations, which has been gathering speed around the world for the past 
decade or so, and which has started to alarm even governments because of the vast worth of bee pollination to the 
agricultural economy (more than £12bn annually just in Europe), neonicotinoids are increasingly suspect. In the great 
crash of other insect populations which has similarly been taking place, about which governments do not give a toss 



but which nonetheless threatens the natural environment with catastrophe (many insectivorous birds are dropping 
dramatically in numbers), neonicotinoids are similarly in the frame. 

For they do not only pose problems through pollination. Neonicotinoids persist in the soil and have high leaching 
potential, meaning that they can not only harm soil organisms but can be washed out and end up contaminating water 
bodies, and they may be implicated in the enormous decline in aquatic insects such as mayflies which we have seen 
in recent years. 

So how can such pesticides be licensed for use? In European countries, the initial licensing is done at European 
Union level by way of a Draft Assessment Report (DAR); but although the basic research for it is usually done by 
independent scientists, the organisation of the report - remarkably, you may think - is carried out by the 
manufacturer. So the DAR for the commonest neonicotinoid, which is called imidacloprid, was put together by 
Bayer, which makes imidacloprid, and which makes many millions of pounds from it every year. And guess what? 
Bayer's report found no reason why it should not be approved! 

Fifteen months ago, however, the British invertebrate conservation charity Buglife conducted a review of all the 
available scientific literature about the effects of neonicotinoids, and imidacloprid in particular, on non-target insect 
species; this produced a much more troubling picture. Referring directly to 100 independent, peer-reviewed scientific 
papers, the Buglife study highlighted a raft of concerns that neonicotinoids are indeed harmful for bees and other 
pollinating insects, especially chronically (that is, through tiny doses ingested from repeated visits to contaminated 
flowers) - something which the testing methodology of the imidacloprid DAR, the Buglife study said, simply did not 
pick up. 

These concerns have become widely shared, at the national level - France, Germany, Italy and Slovenia have all 
banned neonicotinoids to a greater or lesser degree - and they have been further heightened by the recent leak of a 
confidential internal memo from the US Environmental Protection Agency, which warned that bees and other insects 
were at risk from another Bayer-produced neonicotinoid, currently on the market, called clothianidin. 

The British response? Zero. [ note - ditto USA] 

At present, despite the concerns, about 30 products containing imidacloprid are cheerfully licensed for use on British 
farms and in British gardens. But then the British government, especially the present one, is very relaxed about 
pesticides, as was made clear by the junior environment minister, Lord Henley, in his response before Christmas to 
new EU legislation on sustainable pesticide use. He could have brought in various improvements on the back of it, 
such as a ban on pesticides near schools, playgrounds or hospitals, or a mandatory requirement to notify communities 
before pesticide spraying which might affect them. He chose to do nothing. 

Yet many might think that applying substantial doses of poison to the landscape is hardly an issue to be relaxed 
about: get it wrong and the consequences are horrendous. Rachel Carson first showed us that 50 years ago next year 
when she published Silent Spring, the book which, in documenting the terrible toll pesticides were taking on 
American wildlife, effectively launched the modern environment movement. Carson's concern then was 
organochlorine substances, principally DDT. But looking at neonicotinoids, and the mounting evidence against them, 
and the persistence of their use, the thought is overwhelming: have we learned nothing in 50 years? Carson feared a 
world without birdsong; and here we are fearing a world without bees, half a century on.  

© 2011 The Independent 
Michael McCarthy is environment editor for The Independent 

2/10/2011
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LePage and environmental groups focus on Maine’s
natural resources
By Kevin Miller, BDN Staff
Posted Jan. 20, 2011, at 7:58 p.m.

AUGUSTA, Maine — More than two dozen people, ranging from farmers and foresters to an Olympic gold medalist, had a
clear message for Gov. Paul LePage on Thursday: Laws safeguarding Maine’s natural resources are good for both the
environment and business.

As an enthusiastic crowd of more than 500 watched, speaker after speaker during Thursday’s Roundtable on Maine People
and the Environment told LePage that Maine’s scenic beauty and clean environment are the “brand” that draws tourists,
helps sell Maine-made products elsewhere, and attracts new businesses and residents to the state.

Weakening laws that protect those natural resources in the name of “regulatory reform,” speakers warned, would tarnish
that brand and harm the business climate he is trying to improve.

“If our coastal waters are not clean, it is impossible for all commercial fishermen, not just clammers, to market the Maine
brand,” said Chad Coffin, president of the Maine Clammers Association.

LePage, who made regulatory reform the central platform of his campaign, assured the crowd he is all for tough
environmental regulations — as long as they are based on science and fairly enforced. But the state needs to become less
adversarial, he said.

“If they break the regulations I think the penalties should be severe,” LePage told the crowd. “But if they are good stewards
and are working with the government as a partner then I think we can move forward as a state.”

Representatives of the Natural Resources Council of Maine approached the LePage administration about holding a forum
on the environment back in December after the then governor-elect held a similar round table with business leaders.

The 28 panel members included the president of a large dairy corporation, a tribal chief, a lumber retailer, an orchard
owner whose land was protected through the Land for Maine’s Future program as well as a mother and doctor both
concerned about toxic chemicals.

Nearly everyone urged LePage to tread carefully as his administration examines laws some critics claim are detrimental to
business growth.

“Regulations aren’t perfect, and some may need fixing,” said Harry Dwyer, a licensed forester and logger who owns Ghost
Dance Forestry in Fayette. “But regulations are not the enemy. They are an important tool” to protect resources for future
generations.

Maine native and Olympic gold medalist Joan Benoit Samuelson agreed that Maine’s brand — which ranges from potatoes
from Aroostook County to ships built in Kittery — needs protection.

“We have resources no other state has,” Samuelson said.

Horace “Hoddy” Hildreth, a former Republican state senator who is chairman of Diversified Communications, a company
with 200 employees, said many of the laws protecting Maine’s air, land and water were enacted by Republican-controlled
legislatures responding to the industrial abuses of the 1960s and 1970s.

“Their implementation has from time to time caused frustration and even outrage,” Hildreth said. “But I submit to you that
working on the regulations to make sure they are responsive to the plain intent of the statutes is a better way to go than

http://new.bangordailynews.com/
http://new.bangordailynews.com/2011/01/20/politics/lepage-and-environmental-groups-focus-on-maines-natural-resources/
http://new.bangordailynews.com/2011/01/20/politics/lepage-and-environmental-groups-focus-on-maines-natural-resources/
http://new.bangordailynews.com/author/kevin-miller/
http://new.bangordailynews.com/people/paul-lepage/
http://new.bangordailynews.com/region/aroostook-2/
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gutting or repealing the laws.”

LePage garnered loud applause when he said he believes fishing, farming and forestry are central to Maine’s economic
future and when he pledged to protect the environment.

“I believe in real, strong environmental laws, and I would not challenge a strong environmental law that is based on
science,” LePage said.

But the governor said he believes some Maine regulations go too far. Unfortunately, the law LePage cited as an example of
overregulation no longer exists in Maine.

LePage said he recently heard from potato farmers concerned about a new law that would require them to notify neighbors
90 days before they use pesticides. LePage said that would prevent farmers from treating for sudden disease outbreaks that
could wipe out their crops.

“Now we need to think about that,” the governor said. “That is where science and common sense need to sort of
communicate.”

But Heather Spalding with the Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association said there is no 90-day notification
requirement. Instead, farmers are required to contact only those neighbors who added their names to a pesticide
application notification registry, and such notifications can be made between seven days and 24 hours before spraying.

Additionally, Maine’s law allows farmers to apply pesticides in emergency situations without prior warning, although they
subsequently must notify those neighbors who are on the registry as well as the Maine Board of Pesticides Control.

Spalding speculated that the farmer might have been confused with an earlier version of the notification process that was
never implemented. Spalding said she spoke with LePage after the event.

Dan Demeritt, spokesman for LePage, attributed the governor’s statements to a disconnect between concerns expressed by a
farmer and the most recent version of the law.

“He is glad to learn the [90-day] notification is no longer required,” Demeritt said.

http://new.bangordailynews.com/2011/01/20/politics/lepage-and-environmental-groups-focus-on-maines-natural-
resources/ printed on February 10, 2011
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Environmental advocates defend state safeguards 

Gov. LePage takes notes but doesn't reverse his pledge to roll back Maine regulations. 

By Beth Quimbybquimby@mainetoday.com 
Staff Writer 

AUGUSTA - Gov. Paul LePage listened Thursday as a series of speakers explained how environmental 
laws have been good for their lives, businesses and health. But he stopped short of reversing his pledge 
to roll back regulations that dampen economic development. 

 

Gov. Paul LePage, center, listens as panel members speak about environmental concerns Thursday 
during the Roundtable on Maine People and the Environment. 

Michael G. Seamans/Morning Sentinel 

 

The Rev. Martha Kirkpatrick offers closing remarks Thursday during the Roundtable on Maine People and 
the Environment at the Augusta Civic Center. Kirkpatrick is rector of St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church in 
Belfast and also the Missioner for Environmental Stewardship for the Episcopal Diocese of Maine. 

Michael G. Seamans/Morning Sentinel 
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LePage spoke to the crowd of about 500 people who turned out for the Roundtable on Maine People and 
the Environment at the Augusta Civic Center. 

He said he supports fishing, farming and forestry, but Maine, where the average per capita income is only 
80 percent of the national average, needs economic development. 

"The regulations we have are good, strong and needed, but we have forgotten to use common sense," he 
said. 

The forum was organized by the Natural Resources Council of Maine as a counterbalance to LePage's 
series of 22 "red tape removal audits" with business leaders, at which comments have focused on rolling 
back environmental regulations. 

Environmentalists have been on the defensive. Dozens of bills have been filed with the new Republican-
led Legislature this session to abolish longstanding environmental laws such as the bottle bill, as well as 
the Land Use Regulation Commission. 

LePage sent shudders through the environmental community during his campaign when he heavily 
criticized the Department of Environmental Protection, expressed skepticism about the benefits of wind 
power and questioned the existence of global warming. 

He has done little to ease the concerns since taking office. This week, he announced that he supports 
weakening rules that protect vernal pools from development. 

Thursday's forum had the same format that was used for the Maine Business Roundtable in November, 
when LePage was governor-elect. 

Twenty-eight participants read 90-second statements. The speakers included a logger, a doctor, a priest, 
an Indian chief and several Republican business owners. 

Many of the speakers told LePage that Maine's clean environment is essential for those who make their 
living in the woods or on the ocean. 

"Without excellent water quality, 2,000 Maine clammers are out of business," said Chad Coffin, president 
of the Maine Clammers Association. 

Harry Dwyer, a logger from Fayette, said regulations have increased in response to expanded knowledge 
about development's impact on the environment. He said he welcomes regulations that protect Maine's 
forests as long as they are enforced fairly. 

"I can't work in the woods if there are no woods," he said. 

Glen Libby, a groundfisherman from Port Clyde, said fishing regulations are working, and overfished 
species have rebounded as a result. 

"Stay the course on fishing regulations. We are not blaming anyone anymore, and we have stopped 
complaining," Libby said. 

Jeff Reardon of Manchester made a case for Maine's brook trout and the thousands of fishermen who 
come to the state each year in pursuit of the cold-water sportfish. 

"This is the epicenter for brook trout in the lower 48," said Reardon, Maine brook trout project director for 



Trout Unlimited. 

LePage spent much of the time taking notes. 

During a brief speech, the governor said he objects to a rule that prohibits potato farmers from spraying 
pesticide without notifying neighbors 90 days in advance. 

In fact, there is no such rule, which the Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association pointed out to 
him after the forum. 

LePage said Maine's forests should be working forests, and the state must protect the deer herd, which is 
important for hunting. 

He said he would like to protect the Maine brand when it comes to the state's natural resources, because 
too many lobsters and trees wind up in Canada, where they are processed and resold back in Maine. 

He also said he will challenge states with coal-burning plants that degrade Maine's air quality. 

LePage said he supports environmental laws that are based on science. 

While some in the audience said it was good to hear how environmental regulation and economic 
development are linked, they said they aren't sure anyone changed LePage's perspective. 

"I am hopeful he heard what we said. Actions will speak louder than words," said Sam Saltonstall of Peaks 
Island, board president of Maine Interfaith Power and Light. 

Staff Writer Beth Quimby can be contacted at 791-6363 or at: 

bquimby@pressherald.com 
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Governor's "Regulation Removal" Effort Wins Applause in
Sanford

01/14/2011   Reported By: Josie Huang

While Gov. Paul LePage generated a lot of controversy speaking about the NAACP

while in Sanford, his real reason for being there was to attend another in a series

of meetings for gathering input from business people frustrated by state

regulations. More than 100 people attended the event, part of a series of "Red

Tape Removal Audit" events that LePage's office has been planning with local

chambers of commerce. And the governor got an earful.

Related Media

Governor's "Regulation Removal" Effort Wins
Applau  Duration:

3:59

Among those who spoke out: a real estate agent who wants more local control over what
development projects get approved. "Unfortunately you can't take an agency up in
Augusta, and say these are the rules for everyone in Maine," he said.

Then there was the carpenter upset that setback requirements from lakes are restricting
how much his clients can expand their cottages. "I don't have an answer for this, other
than get rid of the damn rule." 

Also in the audience was Ellen McAdam of McDougal Orchards in Sanford. She said she
hadn't planned on speaking, but felt she needed to stand up for farmers overburdened by
pesticide regulations from both the state and federal government. 

"We have drift regulations that cover what we spray and how we spray, and we also have
the new regulation in the state on pesticide notification," McAdam said. "So I want you to
be aware that it needs to be a level playing field for everyone and that we don't need
more regulation." 

The governor was sympathetic to McAdam's concerns. "I will tell you that the pesticide
notification rule is being talked about an awful lot at these meetings and it's something
that we're going to be interested in," LePage said.

The bulk of the complaints revolved around environmental regulations. But Brownie Carson
of the Natural Resources Council of Maine cautioned the administration against rolling back
regulations. "I think it's very important to look at the whole picture, not just at does a
certain regulation cause someone to have a little bit of expense or to take a little bit of
extra time at the front end," he says.

Carson says that the rules were approved for a reason. "They protect important resources
like fisheries, or important aspects of our health like our lungs, which clean air is essential
for." 

Environmental regulations will be part of the conversation Thursday, when Carson and
other environmental advocates meet with the governor. 

At the Sanford event, LePage noted that 78 percent of the 253 regulations under review
involve the Department of Environmental Protection. 

"It's very, very important that whatever environmental laws we bring in, that they're
based on science and not on feel-good," LePage said. "And that's the problem: Most of the
regulations that need to be changed, while they're coming out of the Department of
Environmental Protection have nothing to do with science." 

And LePage acknowledged that DEP was seeing a disproportionate amount of scrutiny. "So
if you have others that need to be changed in other agencies please let us know. We'd like
to try to bring that consistency around."

As business people took turns at the podium, the governor took notes, and occasionally
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Governor's "Regulation Removal" Effort Wins Applause in Sanford
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nodded. But he also let the audience in on what he was doing to change the culture in
Augusta. For instance, he says last week he asked for the job descriptions of every state
employee. "And I shocked the people in human resources because they don't have them."

LePage's appearance in Sanford won raves from Dale Doughty, who has a cleaning
business. "He seems to be in 'agree-ance' with a lot of the gripes that we have with the
state and he's obviously making a concerted effort to talk to all of us, going around the
state and taking time out of his day. He's obviously a busy guy." 

The Sanford event was the first "Red Tape Audit" the governor has attended since
launching the first one in Augusta in December. He plans to attend an upcoming Red Tape
event in the Lewiston-Auburn area next week.
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Regulatory reform draws more than 100 to
lengthy public hearing
Many caution they want to preserve environment
By Rebekah Metzler rmetzler@mainetoday.com
MaineToday Media State House Writer

MACHIAS -- The statewide drumbeat for regulatory reform, a major Republican campaign
theme that helped earn them sweeping political victories in November, continued on
Monday, this time in downeast Maine.

"It's too bad that when we think about getting something permitted in Maine, we
automatically default to the fact that it's going to take a lot of time, it's going to take a lot
of money and you better have an army of engineers to answer all the questions. It's sad,
but it's true," said Chris Gardner, executive director of the Eastport Port Authority and
Washington County Commission chairman.

More than 100 people gathered at the performing arts center at the University of Maine at
Machias to participate in the more than three hour-long public hearing held by lawmakers
on the Committee on Regulatory Fairness and Reform. The hearing is the third of seven
scheduled public sessions hosted around the state, designed to allow Mainers from all
over to weigh in on a series of regulatory reforms suggested by Gov. Paul LePage, a
Republican. LePage put forth his suggestions based on business roundtables he's held
throughout the state since his election.

State Sen. Jon Courtney, R-Sanford, is the Senate Majority Leader and co-chair of the
committee. He told members of the audience the bipartisan panel of lawmakers was
looking to hear real solutions to real problems.

Specific regulations criticized included the pesticide notification process, site development
and fish limits.

But what was clear from the public testimony was that many Mainers -- even business
owners who are unhappy with Maine's current regulatory system -- do not necessarily see
the route to Maine being more business-friendly coming through the elimination of
environmental regulations.

"Every community in Maine, every state in our nation needs to have healthy businesses,"
said Robert Costa, an environmental scientist, site evaluator and land surveyor based in
both Machias and Perry. "A business that does not pollute is a viable business for the
state. Pollution destroys not only our natural resources, which a considerable number of
jobs depend upon especially here in Washington County."

Alan Dwelley of Calais, who owns a bed and breakfast, said he agreed with others that
testified Maine could not -- and should not -- go back to "the 1950s" in terms of
environmental regulation, but that more needed to be done to improve the business
climate.

"Regulators need to project a more positive attitude and facilitating type attitude in making
the process as simple and easy as possible to work through -- kind of a 'get the job done
attitude' -- within the parameters of whatever regulatory provisions are," Dwelley said.

John Cook of Perry said businesses that need to pollute the air and water to make a
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profit should be forced to "jump through the regulatory hoops."

"If you need to make a mess of the environment to make a profit, then this is not the state
to do that. In Maine, I think we have a higher standard, for good reason," he said.

Many of the more than 20 people who testified before the committee were fisherman or
farmers, who expressed support for the environment and preserving natural resources,
but thought Maine's regulations had gotten too far out of balance with the needs of
business.

"We want regulations that are clear, easy to understand by normal people, written in plain
English and not arbitrarily interpreted by some bureaucrat who may be sitting behind a
desk at that moment and then another person the following month," said Mary Thompson
of Addison, a semi-retired small business owner. "We want smaller government and less
regulation, but it's mostly the clarity and the uniformity."

"There has to be some sort of fairness and balance - most true farmers are
conservationists, but they are not preservationists," said Bob Hammond, a blueberry and
cranberry farmer from Harrington, who is also the president of the Maine Farm Bureau
Association.

Something everyone who testified agreed on was appreciation that the panel had made
the journey to Washington County.

"It's not often Augusta comes to us," said Jeanne Guisinger of Perry.

The committee is scheduled to have their next public hearing on Wednesday from 3 p.m.
to 6 p.m. at Eastern Maine Community College in Bangor.

Rebekah Metzler -- 620-7016

rmetzler@mainetoday.com
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Down East residents to LePage: Keep laws, but fix
the process
By Sharon Kiley Mack, BDN Staff
Posted Jan. 31, 2011, at 9:52 p.m.

MACHIAS, Maine — Down East residents sent a clear message to Gov. Paul LePage on Monday: Keep environmental
protections in place, and do not water them down by adopting federal standards, but ease the cumbersome permitting
process that often hampers development and growth.

More than 130 people attended a remote hearing of the Joint Standing Committee on Regulatory and Fairness Reform at
the University of Maine at Machias.

The governor created the 15-member committee to work on the first bill of the new session: LD 1, An Act to Ensure
Regulatory Fairness and Reform, which is intended to remove impediments to Maine’s business climate. In October, Forbes
magazine ranked Maine dead last in its list of best states for business.

The Machias meeting was the third of seven across the state intended to gather information and suggestions to be used to
make recommendations to LePage.

Dozens of Washington and Hancock county residents spoke to the committee, while many more sat and listened.

Robert Hammond of Harrington told of his attempt to convert 2½ acres of blueberry land into cranberry bogs. “I was told
by the [Maine Department of Environmental Protection] that I needed a permit. You don’t need a permit to grow turnips,
but apparently you do for cranberries.”

When Hammond opted not to pay a $170 fee for an after-the-fact permit because he felt it would be an admission he did
something wrong, a massive red-tape process was triggered. He said it involved the Maine DEP, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, the federal Environmental Protection Agency, two flyovers to get aerial photographs of his land, and costly
surveys to determine whether his land was wet or dry.

“On my land, you can stand in mud up to your ass and get dust in your eyes at the same time,” he told the committee.

The process dragged on for months. “There needs to be some fair balance,” Hammond said.

Mary Thompson of Addison, also a farmer, decried heavy-handed regulations. “We want regulations that are clear, uniform,
easy to understand,” she said. “And we don’t want them arbitrarily interpreted.”

Interpretation by two separate agencies also is likely to cost Victor Trafford of Lubec tens of thousands of dollars. He said he
is creating six rental spaces and a restaurant above a seafood processing plant. Although state building codes allow his units
to have sliding glass doors, the State Fire Marshal’s Office agent said all 14 of the doors must be replaced.

“The take-away from this meeting should be that there might be room for tweaking but not an assault on the environment,”
Jeanne Guisinger of Perry told the committee. “That would be disastrous on the ecosystems that pump money into our
county. Maybe what you should hold a hearing on is what is working now and build on that.”

“We need a vision and a plan,” Linda Cross Godfrey of Eastport said. “Maine needs to move from 50th to 15th, then fifth
and then number one.”

Some of the suggestions presented to the committee in the three-hour hearing included:

• Install a small-business ombudsman to help new owners through the state regulation and permitting process.
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• Develop public transportation in Washington County.

• Streamline the regulatory process to enable seafood processing plants to thrive Down East.

• Change the shoreland zoning setback from 250 feet to 100 feet.

• Comb the DEP regulations for redundancy and create uniformity.

• Provide additional staff for the DEP.

• Allow for individualization of regulations rather than a “cookie-cutter approach.”

• Eliminate the Board of Pesticide Control and have all pesticide issues fall under the DEP.

• Extend tax increment financing districts, state grants and Pine Tree Zones to include small farms.

For a full list of public hearings, including dates and places, visit www.mainespeaker.org/maine-legislative-leaders-
announce-regulatory-reform-committee-statewide-tour.
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Registry notifies public of pesticide spraying 

More than 1,600 now on list 

By Mechele Coopermcooper@centralmaine.com 
Staff Writer 

AUGUSTA -- More than 1,600 people have enrolled in a registry since April 1, 2010, to learn about local 
pesticide spraying. 

 People can enroll in the Board of Pesticides Control’s pesticide notification registry at — 
www.thinkfirstspraylast.org — or by calling 287-2731. 

The Board of Environmental Protection credited its public relations campaign with informing concerned 
Mainers about the registry. 

Before the campaign began, there were 525 names on the registry. By June 15, the list increased to 
1,606, the board said in a recent report. 

The issue of pesticide notification resurfaced this week when Gov. Paul LePage mistakenly told an 
audience of environmentalists that farmers were required to notify neighbors 90 days in advance of 
spraying. 

"Now we need to think about that," LePage told more than 500 people who attended the discussion. "That 
is where science and common sense need to sort of communicate." 

Heather Spaulding, associate director of the Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association, told 
LePage there is no 90-day advance notification requirement; it was repealed on April 1, 2010. 

The Legislature established rules for a pesticide notification system, including a registry, in September 
2009, to create a system allowing Mainers to be contacted in advance when chemicals are used near their 
homes. 

"The intent of the 90 days was during the off season, when farmers weren't busy in the field," Spaulding 
said Friday. "They could let neighbors, who could get on the registry, know when they were going to spray.

"The land managers felt that would be too much of an administrative burden, so the Legislature did away 
with it. (Legislators) said, 'keep the registry,' but people would have to get on it themselves." 

Spaulding said the new rule says land managers and farmers who apply pesticides using aerial or air-blast 
spray technologies are only required to consult the registry to determine who in the neighborhood would 
like to be notified within a week of spraying. 

Participants can expect to receive notice of pesticide applications made within 1,320 feet of their 
properties. The limit is 500 feet for fruit trees, Christmas trees and nonagricultural spraying, such as for 



ticks, mosquitoes and tree pests. 

"The board has worked hard for many years to develop a system that addresses public concern about 
pesticides drift exposure, makes it easy for land managers to notify neighbors, and minimizes the conflict 
that arises when people and their property are drifted on," Spaulding said. "The board now has a brilliant, 
free, Internet-based geographic information system that allows land managers to identify and inform 
concerned neighbors with the click of a mouse, and with no fiscal (cost) for the state." 

Paul Schlein, spokesman for the board, said the 2011 deadline to enroll is March 15. 

Since June 15, 2010, 68 new participants have added their names. Those names will be added to the 
1,606 already listed when the 2011 registry closes on March 15, Schlein said. 

Spaulding said she was concerned there are several bills in the Legislature backed by Republicans to 
significantly roll back notification requirements. 

"We haven't seen all the language, but we know there are attempts to go back to the notification 
requirements before there was a registry," she said. 

The responsibility would then be on Maine people, she said, to find the person who is spraying pesticides 
near their home and ask to be notified in advance. Then they could only be notified if they live within 100 
feet of chemical spraying. 

She said a bill sponsored by Jeff McCabe, D-Skowhegan, who serves on the Joint Standing Committee on 
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry, calls for a simpler notification registry for all outdoor pesticide 
applications that she hopes would counter the Republican bills. 

"He really honors all the work that has been done over the years and has come up with a system to make 
it easier for land managers to notify their neighbors and for the public to access information," she said. 
"And it doesn't cost the state anything." 

Mechele Cooper -- 623-3811, ext. 408 
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Pesticide notification list grew quickly after publicity campaign 

The registry of people signing up for notices on future spraying went from 525 to more 
than 1,600. 

By MECHELE COOPER Kennebec Journal 

AUGUSTA - More than 1,600 people have put their names on a registry since April 1 to learn about 
pesticide spraying near their homes. 

The state Board of Environmental Protection credited its public relations campaign with informing Mainers 
about the registry. Before the campaign began, there were 525 names on the registry. June 15, the list 
had 1,606, the board said in a recent report. 

The issue of pesticide notification resurfaced this week when Gov. Paul LePage mistakenly told an 
audience of environmentalists that farmers must notify neighbors 90 days in advance of spraying. 

"Now we need to think about that," LePage told more than 500 people at a forum at the Augusta Civic 
Center. "That is where science and common sense need to sort of communicate." 

Heather Spaulding, associate director of the Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association, told 
LePage there is no 90-day notification requirement; it was repealed on April 1. 

The Legislature established rules for a pesticide notification system, including a registry, in September 
2009 to create a system allowing Mainers to be contacted in advance when chemicals are used near their 
homes. 

Spaulding said Friday, "The intent of the 90 days was during the off season, when farmers weren't busy in 
the field ... They could let neighbors, who could get on the registry, know when they were going to spray. 

"The land managers felt that would be too much of an administrative burden, so the Legislature did away 
with it," she said. "(Legislators) said, 'Keep the registry,' but people would have to get on it themselves." 

Spaulding said the new rule says land managers and farmers who apply pesticides with aerial or air-blast 
spray technologies must consult the registry to determine who in the neighborhood would like to be 
notified within a week of spraying. 

Paul Schlein, spokesman for the BEP, said the 2011 deadline to enroll is March 15. 

Spaulding said she is concerned about several bills in the Legislature, backed by Republicans, to 
significantly roll back notification requirements. 

"We haven't seen all the language, but we know there are attempts to go back to the notification 
requirements before there was a registry," she said. 
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Morning Sentinel correction: Jan. 23, 2011 

Morning Sentinel Staff 

Pesticides registry 

A story on Page B1 in Saturday's newspaper identified incorrectly the agency that administers the Maine 
Pesticides Notification Registry. The registry is under the jurisdiction of the Maine Board of Pesticides 
Control. Also, the same story spelled incorrectly the name of Heather Spalding, associate director of the 
Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners Association. 

Were you interviewed for this story? If so, please fill out our accuracy form 
 
Send Question/Comment to the Publisher 
 

Tweet< 

Recommend Be the first of your friends to recommend this. 

 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www.onlinesentinel.com/news/correction_2011-01-23.html 
 

 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  

 
 



 

 
February 6

Supplemental budget gets unanimous OK in committee

By Susan M. Coverscover@mainetoday.com
MaineToday Media State House Writer

AUGUSTA — The House and Senate may vote as soon as Tuesday on the supplemental budget, a
mix of cuts and increased spending designed to keep the state budget balanced through June 30.

The budget received unanimous, bipartisan support from the Appropriations Committee just before
midnight Friday.

Major spending initiatives in the budget include nearly $70 million for hospitals to pay past-due debt
and $73 million for the state’s Medicaid program.

Cuts came from state agencies that curtailed $9.5 million in spending dating back to last fall, vacant
positions at the Department of Health and Human Services that totaled $2.5 million, and more
than $5 million that was saved because the state did not need to borrow money, said Rep. Patrick
Flood, R-Winthrop, House chairman of the committee.

Much of the spending is paid for by an additional $111 million in state revenue.

“We were trying to do our best to support the governor’s initiatives,” Flood said. “We did pretty well
from that standpoint.”

While the budget is largely the same as proposed by Gov. Paul LePage, the legislative committee
did make some changes, Flood said.

Those changes include an additional $600,000 for dairy farmers, whose price support program will
run out of money later this month. Members of the Agriculture Committee asked for $1.2 million last
week when they became aware of the funding problem in the dairy stabilization program.

Flood said Appropriations was unable to find the full amount, but found money in the Department of
Agriculture budget in the areas of pesticides control and marketing, to come up with the $600,000.

Also, the budget-writers added $50,000 to a school breakfast program that helps children who
qualify for free or reduced price meals.

Republican and Democratic legislative leaders praised the committee for putting out a bipartisan
budget.

“Both Republicans and Democrats came together in the spirit of true compromise, and their
diligence resulted in an efficiently delivered, unanimous budget for the consideration of the full
Legislature next week,” said House Speaker Robert Nutting, R-Oakland and Senate President Kevin

2/7/2011 www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?e…

www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?e… 1/2



Raye, R-Perry, in a joint statement.

House Minority Leader Emily Cain, D-Orono, said the committee set a good tone heading into
negotiations over the larger two-year budget that is to be released Thursday or Friday.

“The bipartisan outcome and process set by this committee sends a strong signal to the public that
they can, and should, expect bipartisan solutions to the challenges facing our state, and sets a high
standard for the work we will need to do together on the upcoming biennial budget,” she said in a
statement.

The supplemental budget, which needs support from two-thirds of the Legislature to take effect
immediately, is on a fast track.

The state stands to lose out on federal matching money for hospital payments and additional
Medicaid money if a vote does not take place soon, Flood said. Also, because of increased
demand, one portion of the Medicaid program is scheduled to run out of money by the middle of the
month, he said.

The committee voted in an additional $1 million for municipalities that was not part of LePage’s
original budget. It also dedicated $300,000 to the state’s Commission Indigent Legal Services,
which was also not in the original proposal.

Lawmakers agreed with LePage’s proposal to have Maine tax code comply with federal regulations
in many areas, which will cost the state $4.5 million.

Projections from the LePage administration show 100,000 Mainers will benefit from the tax changes.

The committee agreed with a LePage proposal to restore the position of commissioner at the
Department of Professional and Financial Regulation.

The position, which is paid for by regulated industries, had been eliminated by Gov. John Baldacci,
who asked one of his bureau chiefs to also serve as commissioner.

LePage wanted to put $1.1 million in the state’s rainy day fund, but lawmakers reduced that to
$700,000, Flood said.

The committee agreed to cut $125,000 from the Doctors for Maine’s Future Scholarship Program
with the understanding that no students currently receiving the money would be affected.

Flood said the committee supports the program, and that it added language to the budget that
requires the money to be restored before it would have any impact on students.

The committee rejected a proposal that would have given DHHS more time to determine if someone
who is disabled qualifies for Medicaid. It also rejected policy changes to Child Development
Services. Both proposal were controversial and may be revisited in future budgets.

“The committee was great,” Flood said. “They just worked really hard to work together.”
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Agriculture commissioner nominee clears hurdle

Panel offers unanimous backing

By Susan M. Coverscover@mainetoday.com
MaineToday Media State House Writer

AUGUSTA -- A dairy farmer from Waldo who is Gov. Paul LePage's nominee to be Maine's next
agriculture commissioner earned unanimous support Thursday from a legislative committee.

Walter Whitcomb, agriculture nominee

Staff photo by Joe Phelan
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Environmentalists vow to fight LePage
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Walter Whitcomb of Springdale Jerseys Inc. got support from Democrats and Republicans during a
hearing before the Legislature's Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry Committee. The committee
voted 12-0 in favor of his nomination to the position, which pays $70,616 to $102,689 a year.

Whitcomb has helped run his family's dairy farm for 32 years. He is a past president of the Maine
Dairy Industry Association and has served as chairman of the Maine Farm Service Agency of the
U.S. Department of Agriculture.

He has lobbied in Washington on behalf of dairy farmers and served in the Maine Legislature from
1984-96. He was Republican floor leader in his last three terms.

"I feel strongly he would be an excellent commissioner," said Rep. John Martin, D-Eagle Lake, who
was House speaker while Whitcomb was the Republican leader.

Several farmers testified in support of Whitcomb, as did Sen. Michael Thibodeau, R-Winterport, and
former House Democratic leader John Piotti of Unity, who is now executive director of the Maine
Farmland Trust.

No one testified in opposition.

"Walt is smart, Walt is hardworking, a man whose integrity can simply not be questioned," Piotti
said.

Whitcomb, 58, whose nomination faces a Senate vote, said his two daughters will run the farm while
he serves as commissioner. He will remain a one-third owner of the farm, which will continue to
receive subsidies from the state's dairy stabilization program.

Whitcomb said he sought advice from the governor's legal counsel to ensure that there is no conflict
of interest when it comes to his ability to oversee the program.

He said commissioners must follow the same ethics guidelines as legislators, which allow them to
vote on policies that affect the industry as a whole, but not on legislation that would affect them
personally.

Whitcomb said he will not get involved in detailed discussions of changes to the dairy program, but
will be an advocate for it. "This program is the envy of the country," he said.

Later Thursday, members of the agriculture committee continued discussions of the program with the
Appropriations Committee. Dairy farmers will receive the last payment from the program in mid-
February, then it will be out of money.

A majority of the agriculture committee asked that $1.2 million be put into the fund to get the farmers
through this fiscal year, which ends June 30.

"It seems to be the 11th hour," said Rep. Jeff McCabe, D-Skowhegan. "We do not have a source for
that $1.2 million."
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By Bill Trotter 
BDN Staff 

Parasites, pesticides, sick salmon and dead lobsters. 

These four things have become an issue in Passamaquoddy Bay, and no one 
seems to be happy about it. 

Not the salmon aquaculture operators, who are using pesticides to combat a dam-
aging outbreak of sea lice at their fish pens in Passamaquoddy Bay and adjacent 
Cobscook Bay. Not environmentalists, who are concerned about the effect the 
pesticides might be having on surrounding marine life. And not lobster fisher-
men, who fear the use of pesticides has contributed to widespread lobster deaths 
in the past. 

Officials in Canada are looking into the use of pesticides in and near Passama-
quoddy Bay as part of separate investigations into the deaths of lobsters off 
Grand Manan Island in late 2009 and off Deer Island in early 2010. Both islands 
are located directly across the international border within easy eyesight of Maine. 

Lobsters and sea lice, both crustaceans, are highly vulnerable to pesticides that 
salmon farm operators have been using and then disposing of in coastal waters, 
according to officials. 

As part of the investigation, Environment Canada executed a search warrant in 
November at eight facilities in New Brunswick owned and operated by Cooke 
Aquaculture, a salmon aquaculture firm that also operates salmon farms in 
Maine. Cooke officials have said they are cooperating with the ongoing investiga-
tions. 

According to media reports, cypermethrin, a pesticide that is licensed for use in 
Maine but banned in Canada, was detected on the dead lobsters found off the two 
Canadian islands. 

In a Dec. 29 e-mail, Henry Lau, a spokesman for Environment Canada, declined 
to specifically verify whether cypermethrin was detected on the dead lobsters 
found a few miles away from Maine’s border. He wrote that the Canadian federal 
agency is investigating the lobster deaths under the authority of Canada’s Fisheries Act, which bans fish-harming substances from 
being deposited into fish-bearing waters. 

“Cypermethrin is considered to be harmful to crustaceans including lobster and shrimp,” Lau wrote. 

There have been no reports of dead lobsters or of other immediate ill effects in Maine from the use of pesticides in the two bays, but 
state and lobster industry officials in Maine are keeping tabs on the Environment Canada investigations and on the use of pesticides on 
both sides of the border to make sure Maine’s lobster indus-try, the largest commercial fishery in the state, and Maine’s marine envi-
ronment are not harmed. 

In 2009, the total statewide landings of lobster in Maine had an estimated cumulative value of $228 million, according to official 
Maine Department of Marine Resources statistics. Farmed salmon, the second most lucrative fishery in Maine, brought in $38.7 mil-
lion in direct revenue to the state’s economy the same year. Official estimated financial values for the two fisheries in 2010 are not yet 
available. 

Lobster and pesticides 

The presence of pesticides in waters off the East Coast has been a concern for lobster fishermen since at least 1999, when the Long 
Island Sound lobster population plummeted after anti-mosquito pesticides were sprayed in the New York City area to fight the spread 
of West Nile virus. Long Island Sound fishermen later sued the pesticide manufacturers and then settled out of court for more than $16 
million. 

Patrice McCarron, executive director of the Maine Lobstermen’s Association, said recently that lobstermen have good reason to be 
wary of pesticide use in or near coastal waters. If not used properly, she said, “a pesticide for salmon lice would be extremely danger-
ous to lobsters.” 

  

Pesticide use, lobster deaths probed in Down East waters  
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The well-boat Colby Perce used hydrogen peroxide last fall to manage sea lice 
on salmon from the Cooke Aquaculture pens in Cobscook Bay. The well-boat 
technology allows for contained bath treatments of salmon, which are then 
returned to the pens. 

Farm-raised Atlantic salmon are brought aboard a harvesting boat near Eastport 
in 2008.  

Atlantic salmon swim in a pen in 2008 in Eastport.  

Farm-raised Atlantic salmon move across a conveyor belt as they are brought aboard a harvesting 
boat near Eastport in 2008. The use of pesticides by salmon aquaculture operators to control sea lice 
in pens in Passamaquoddy Bay and Cobscook Bay is a great concern to environmentalists and lob-
stermen who believe the chemicals contribute to the death of the crustaceans and may affect other 
marine life as well.  

 



Maine Lab Lands Grant for Toxics Database
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Maine Lab Lands Grant for Toxics Database

12/27/2010 2:30 pm ET  

The National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences award is for $1.3

million for 5 years of maintaing the database.

BAR HARBOR, Maine (AP) _ The Mount Desert Island Biological
Laboratory has been awarded a $1.3 million grant that will go
toward to expanding its database on toxics in the environment.

The research institution in Bar Harbor says the grant will allow it
to add information to its Comparative Toxicogenomics Database
on how chemicals in the environment affect human health. The five-year grant
comes from the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences.

The database was started at the laboratory in 2005. It is a free, public resource
located online at http://ctd.mdibl.org.

(Copyright 2010 The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.)
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Forum focuses on bloodsucking pests | City
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Thursday, February 10, 2011 in Lewiston, Maine
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Kathy Murray, left, an entomologist at the Maine
Department of Agriculture, chats with Ted St Amand,
president of Atlantic Pest Solutions, during a break in the
forum for professionals on preventing and eradicating
bedbugs. Murray and St. Amand were presenters at the
forum held at Bates College on Friday.

- Jose Leiva/Sun Journal
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Forum focuses on bloodsucking pests
By Scott Taylor, Staff Writer
Published Feb 05, 2011 12:00 am | Last updated Feb 05, 2011 12:00 am

LEWISTON — Professor James Dill got his first good groan
of the day when he talked about the bedbug's "piercing,
sucking mouth part."

The close-up picture on the screen behind him, illustrating
the pest's sharp proboscis, certainly added to the effect. A
few people groaned; several laughed nervously.

And many began to scratch involuntarily.

"That's the business end," he said. "And what does it feed
on?"

Nearly all 140 people attending a forum at Bates College on
Friday replied, almost in unison: "Blood."

Everyone in the room, which included health officials,
social workers, landlords, health care workers and contractors, was quite familiar with
bedbugs and their piercing, sucking mouth parts.

The topic of the forum sponsored by the Lewiston-Auburn Health Committee was what to
do about the pests.

Dill, pest management specialist at the University of Maine Cooperative Extension, said
there may be nothing we can do about them in the long term.

"Eradication is really tough," Dill said. "We may be able to eradicate a bedbug population
in an apartment or even a building. But eradicating bedbugs in our lifetime, that's
probably something we won't ever see."

The bugs have evolved alongside their human hosts, and that makes them tough to
combat. They are small — adults may be 5 millimeters long, while eggs and newly hatched
nymphs can be less than a millimeter in length.

That means they can hide just about anywhere.

"The thing about them is, they could be on a light switch," he said. "The screw on a light
switch, there could be a dozen eggs in the slot on that screw — or more. Bedbugs are not
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just in your bed, they're not just beside your bed. They can be anywhere."

The bugs are nervous, hiding when they sense movement, venturing out from cracks in
the walls and floors to feed once every few days.

Dill blamed a number of factors for the bug's resurgence in recent years — a more mobile
society, less reliance on sprayed pesticides and evolved resistance to pesticides we do use
were the top reasons.

For example, one common treatment has been to use "diatomaceous earth," a powder that
contains sharp, microscopic shards. The powder can be puffed into cracks where the bugs
hide, cutting their tough cuticle shells and killing them.

In response, Dill said bedbugs have started evolving harder shells.

Many hire experts to battle the pests, according to panelists at the forum.

One tool is to use heat: Consistent temperatures above 120 degrees kills the adults and
eggs instantly. But it's expensive, said Ted St. Amand, president of Atlantic Pest Solutions,
costing thousands of dollars to treat a single apartment.

"There is a heck of a learning curve when it comes to heat," St. Amand said. "You are not
just looking at the composition and the structure of the room, but the dynamics of the wall
and floor coverings — plaster, carpeting. They might hold the heat, or they might deflect
it."

Chemicals and pesticides can still work well and are less expensive, but multiple
treatments are necessary, Paul Morin of Modern Pest Control said.

"With chemical treatment, you don't kill the eggs," he said. "You have to do the treatment,
wait two weeks for the eggs to hatch and then treat again to kill the hatchlings."

Both tools are important, said Kathy Murray, an entomologist with the Maine Department
of Agriculture.

"But the most important tool is knowing what you have and where," she said. Regular
inspections and awareness of the problem are the best strategies.

"We've had situations where someone had something precious they didn't want to get
sprayed or heated up," Murray said. "They took it out before the treatment, then brought it
back after everything was done and they reinfected the house."

staylor@sunjournal.com
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EPA, Other Federal Agencies to Hold Bed Bug Summit in February
Release date: 12/08/2010

Contact Information: Dale Kemery (News Media Only) kemery.dale@epa.gov 202-564-7839 202-
564-4355

WASHINGTON – To help find solutions to the nation’s bed bug problem, the Federal Bed Bug
Workgroup is convening a second national summit set for February 1-2, 2011, in Washington,
D.C. The summit is open to the public and will focus on ways the federal government and others
can continue to work together on management and control of these pests. 

The first federal bed bug summit was held by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in
April 2009. Since then, EPA has helped organize the Federal Bed Bug Workgroup, which
consists of EPA, the Department of Housing and Urban Development, Department of Agriculture,
Department of Defense, Department of Commerce, and National Institutes of Health. 

The summit’s agenda will feature discussions on progress since the last summit from various
perspectives, including federal, state, and local governments; research; housing industry; and pest
management industry. The agenda also includes identifying knowledge gaps and barriers to
effective community-wide bed bug control, proposals for next steps in addressing knowledge gaps
and eliminating barriers, and developing a framework for addressing the highest priority needs. 

As a reminder, there are steps people can take to prevent bed bugs:

· Remove clutter where bed bugs can hide
· Seal cracks and crevices
· Vacuum rugs and upholstered furniture thoroughly and frequently, as well as vacuuming under
beds (take the vacuum bag outside immediately and dispose in a sealed trash bag)
· Wash and dry clothing and bed sheets at high temperatures (heat can kill bed bugs)
· Be alert and monitor for bed bugs so they can be treated before a major infestation occurs
· Before using any pesticide product, READ THE LABEL FIRST, then follow the directions
· Check the product label to make sure it is identified for use on bed bugs. If bed bugs are not
listed on the label, the pesticide has not been tested for bed bugs and it may not be effective

Before the summit, the federal workgroup will meet with researchers to evaluate and develop a
research agenda related to bed bugs. The summit will be held at the Georgetown University Hotel
and Conference Center at 3800 Reservoir Road, N.W., Washington, D.C. The agenda and
information on attending the meeting via webinar will be available on EPA’s website. 

More information on the summit: http://www.epa.gov/oppfead1/cb/ppdc/bedbug-summit/2nd-
bedbug-summit.html

More information on bed bugs: http://www.epa.gov/bedbugs
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  From:                                                                                   
                                                                                          
  To:                                                                                     
                                                                                          
  Date:       01/27/2011 12:25 PM                                                         
                                                                                          
  Subject:    FW: NPMA Releases Bed Bug BMPs                                              
                                                                                          

Forwarded January 27, 2011, from Grier Stayton, Exec. Sec., AAPCO.

From: Bob Rosenberg [mailto:brosenberg@pestworld.org]
Sent: Thursday, January 27, 2011 10:15 AM
To: Bob Rosenberg
Subject: NPMA Releases Bed Bug BMPs

I wanted to let all of you know that NPMA released bed bug best management practices this 
morning.  These are a product of the NPMA Blue Ribbon Bed Bug Task Force and involved the 
most transparent, stakeholder driven process ever employed by NPMA.  We believe the BMPs 
are tough, credible and practical and will provide PMPs, facility managers and consumers 
the tools they need to make informed decisions.

The BMPS are available several ways:

      · A downloadable version of the actual BMPs can be viewed at 

http://www.npmapestworld.org/publicpolicy/BedBugs.cfm.

http://www.npmapestworld.org/publicpolicy/BedBugs.cfm


2

      · A less technical consumer version is available in
      English and Spanish, as is an overview brochure that provides a
      “Cliff’s Notes” version of the BMPs.  These may all be viewed
      here, and a PDF of the brochure is attached to this email.

We are pleased to answer any questions or provide any additional information you need and 
encourage you to distribute these to anybody you believe has an interest.

Bob                                       

Bob Rosenberg
National Pest Management Association
Senior Vice President
10460 North Street
Fairfax, VA 22030
direct dial: (571) 224-0388
fax: (703) 352-3031
mobile: (703) 945-5926
 



  

 

 

 

December 5, 2010 

Maine Gardener: Spray? No way. 

A movement to limit the use of pesticides in Maine is gaining ground, starting with 
public places that children frequent. 

By Tom Atwelltatwell@mainetoday.com 
Staff Writer 

A movement to limit the use of synthetic pesticides on ornamental lawns and landscapes has begun to 
take root in Maine. 

 

Select images available for purchase in the
Maine Today Photo Store

A pesticides summit in Brunswick last month brought together people from inside and outside the state 
who have successfully instituted pesticide limits and people who are working toward such limits. 

Laura Stevens, Maine coordinator for the national Toxics Action Center (www.toxicsaction.org), said a lot 
of people from different backgrounds attended the summit and came away with a clear direction. 

"It was pretty much clear," Stevens said, "that the thing that needs to stop right away is the spraying of 
herbicides for cosmetic purposes on public lawns and playing fields, because that is where children play." 

She said attendees agreed that children are most susceptible to everything from hyperactivity to certain 
cancers, which have been linked to pesticide use. 

Many attendees are looking to what Camden has done about pesticide use as a model of what could be 
done in other Maine communities. In 2008, Camden approved a policy prohibiting the use of pesticides on 
all town-owned property. 

"This includes Harbor Park, the library grounds, the Camden Snow Bowl and all playing fields," said 
Marsha Smith, who led the effort in Camden and spoke at the pesticide summit. 

Smith launched the effort after seeing a warning sign saying that the town library lawn had been treated. 

click image to enlarge



Her efforts resulted in the creation of a policy that was approved by the town selectmen on Earth Day 
2007. 

Camden's policy was then taken to Rockport, the next town over, where it was passed three weeks later. 

Once the town ordinance passed, the group started getting bed and breakfasts and other businesses in 
town to commit to keeping their lawns and gardens pesticide-free. 

"We right now have a campaign going lawn by lawn, trying to get the owner of every lawn in Camden to 
sign a pledge that they won't use pesticides," Smith said. "We are sticking with cosmetic lawn-care 
chemicals, because they are definitely not needed." 

The group's website, www.citizensforagreencamden.org, includes a map showing the location of 
properties covered by the pledge. 

Asked if her group would consider approaching selectmen to pass an ordinance banning lawn pesticides, 
Smith noted, "I don't think Camden is ready for that yet." 

Paul Tukey of New Gloucester was keynote speaker at the summit. Tukey is founder of Safelawns.org, a 
national leader in the movement toward organic lawns, and publisher of the now-defunct People Places & 
Plants magazine. 

"It is a pet peeve of mine," Tukey said, "that I go all around the country to speak on safe lawns, to 
California and New York and other places, but I can't get people to listen to me in my home state. Maine is 
far behind even New Jersey in this." 

But Tukey was pleased with the turnout at the pesticide summit. 

"We had people from New York and Connecticut on the panel who have had success at the state level," 
he said, "and they painted a road map, if you will, that can be emulated here." 

Tukey said Connecticut in 2005 banned the application of pesticides on school grounds and at daycare 
centers, and that New York passed similar legislation last year. 

He would be pleased if Maine passed similar limits, but he doesn't expect to see national limits on the use 
of lawn chemicals in the United States similar to what they now have in Canada. 

Tukey was a force behind "A Chemical Reaction," a documentary about how a doctor in Canada took on 
the lawn-chemical industry and got her town, and much of the nation, to ban lawn pesticides. 

"Canada is light-years ahead of the United States," Tukey said. "They have a different system up there 
where lobbying is not allowed." 

But he does think if activists can get towns to ban the use of lawn pesticides on school properties, it will 
have a wider effect. 

"If a young mother sees that they are banned at school," he said, "she will be taking the message home 
that she doesn't want them put on her lawn, either." 

The Maine Landscape and Nursery Association, whose members include lawn-care professionals, is 
taking a close interest in the move to limit pesticide use. 

Mark Faunce of Limington, association president, said some MeLNA members attended the pesticide 
summit, but were not there as representatives of MeLNA. 



  

"What MeLNA promotes is best management practice," Faunce said, "and that includes such things as 
integrated pest management. We believe that the safe use of pesticides, whether synthetic or organic, is 
what is important. Our members are professional people, and are not out spraying willy- nilly. Our kids 
play on those spaces too, and we don't want anyone getting sick." 

Jesse O'Brien, proprietor of Downeast Turf Farm in Kennebunk and a past president of MeLNA, said the 
companies are glad to be part of the discussion, and that their goal is to grow healthy plants safely. 

"We feel we have more in common than differences with those concerned with this issue," O'Brien said. 
"We feel continued education and forums where we can share knowledge will help create the desired 
result for the state of Maine." 

Tukey, who has had a working relationship with MeLNA over several decades and showed "A Chemical 
Reaction" at a MeLNA annual meeting, understands the landscapers' position. 

"I don't think those people are the bad guys," he said. "The real core problem is the homeowner who is not 
licensed and not educated, going to Home Depot or Walmart and buying three or four 40-pound bags of 
poison on a windy day. The instructions say to apply on a calm day. How many calm days do you get in 
Scarborough in the summer?" 

Tukey and Stevens said there are movements in several Maine communities, including Scarborough and 
Gorham, to institute ordinances to limit lawn chemicals in some way. 

They also said there were some state legislators at the pesticide summit, and they are going to try to see if 
some of them will introduce pesticide legislation. 

"It's the children who are most susceptible to these chemicals," Stevens said. "We are working to protect 
them." 

Tom Atwell can be contacted at 791-6363 or at: 

tatwell@pressherald.org 
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Maine May Join New York, Connecticut With Statewide
Pesticide Legislation

The Alliance for a Clean and Healthy Maine will announce its support at noon today for a new bill

presented to the state legislature that would eliminate synthetic pesticides from school grounds

statewide.

Following the lead of Connecticut (2005) and New York (2010), Rep. Mary Nelson of Falmouth,

Maine, has submitted the Safe School Grounds Bill. Exact language of the bill will soon be released

by the Revisor’s Office. The intent, as we understand it, is to ban products like weed ‘n feed,

Roundup and certain insect controls from the grounds of schools and daycare centers except in the

case of certified emergencies.

Nelson, who attended the Maine Pesticide Summit in November to evaluate support for such a bill,

has reportedly formed alliances with other legislators. She knows she’ll encounter resistance also,

however, especially from Maine’s new governor — who is openly campaigning for repeal of

numerous environmental and health safeguards that he feels may be damaging to the state’s

business interests.

Here is an article from the Portland, Maine, newspaper about Paul LePage’s recent proposals:

http://www.pressherald.com/news/lepage-loosen-dozens-of-rules-on-environment_2011-01-25.html.

Today’s press conference will be held at the Welcome Center at the State House in Augusta at

noon.
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Exercise And Protect Your Right To Know About Pesticide 
Spraying In Your Neighborhood. Enroll in Maine's pesticide 
spray notification registry, maintained by the Board of Pesticides 
Control. It's free and it takes about a minute to enroll. Any 
resident, owner, or lessee of property in Maine is entitled to be 
placed on this registry, free of charge. The deadline to enroll 
in this year's registry is March 15th! Please note, there are 
several bill titles that have been introduced in the Maine 
Legislature this session seeking to roll back and even repeal this 
notification registry, and drastically reduce the public's access to 
information about pesticide spraying in communities. Governor 
Paul LePage has Maine's pesticide spray notification laws and the 
entire Board of Pesticides Control in his crosshairs as well. After 
you enroll in the registry, please contact your legislators and let them know that Maine needs an effective, efficient and 
comprehensive pesticide spray notification system for all commercial, outdoor pesticide applications. Representative Jeff 
McCabe (D - Skowhegan) is working on a bill to do just this. We will post details as soon as the text of the various bills 
becomes public. Stay tuned. 
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Pesticide Notification Registry Deadline Nears 

January 10, 2011 

 

Contact: Jane Larson Office: (608) 224-5005 Cell: (608) 212-3094 

(Editors: Please DO NOT hold this notice until Feb. 1. People need 

time to complete and return an application form to meet the 

deadline.)  

MADISON—February 1 is the deadline to join the Landscape Pesticide 

Advance Notice Registry so don’t delay, advises the Wisconsin Department of 

Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection. 

This no-charge service, coordinated by the state agriculture department, is a 

way for homeowners and renters to receive advance notice of pesticides that 

will be professionally applied to lawns, trees and shrubs in their 

neighborhood.  

“In 2010, nearly 1,000 people from 48 counties joined the registry requesting 

advance pesticide notification,” said Debra Viedma, registry coordinator with 

DATCP. “We don’t ask why you want to join the registry. We have learned 

over time that some people use the information to close windows, or to keep 

children or pets indoors.” 

The registry is free, but you must complete an application listing the 

addresses on your block or immediately adjoining blocks that you are 

concerned about. Last year, citizens listed more than 14,000 addresses on the 



registry. Pesticide companies must let you know in advance when and if 

addresses you have listed are to be treated with pesticides. The registry does 

not apply to agricultural applications, pesticides applied by local 

governments, pesticides applied by private homeowners or to fertilizer-only 

applications. 

For a registry form, contact the Landscape Registry Coordinator, DATCP, 

P.O. Box 8911, Madison, Wis., 53708-8911 or call (608) 224-4616. Or, print 

the registry form from the department’s Web site at 

http://datcp.wisconsin.gov/then enter ‘landscape registry’ in the search 

box.Return your completed registry application to the above address by Feb. 

1, 2011. Faxes are also accepted until Feb. 1 at (608) 224-4656. 

“Allow yourself time to complete the form and return it by the Feb. 1 

deadline,” Viedma said. 

Once on the registry, participants may begin receiving advance notice by mid-

March, depending on the weather. The notice may be a telephone call, 

recorded message, mailed postcard or a notice left at your door.  

If you are not notified before a pesticide treatment takes place, Viedma 

advises to contact the department as soon as possible at (608) 224-5296. 

Pesticide applicators are required to post a red and white warning sign that 

lists the company name and number on lawns that have been treated with 

pesticides. Effective complaints include the address where the pesticide was 

applied and the name of the pesticide business appearing on the warning 

sign. 

Renewal notices to current registry participants were mailed in late-

November 2010. Renewals must also be returned by the Feb. 1 deadline to be 

included in the 2011 registry. 

### 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 31, 2011

Contact: Lawrence Ragonese (609) 292-2994

Lawrence Hajna (609) 984-1795

DEP ISSUES MAJOR PENALTY AND SEEKS LICENSE REVOCATION OF

NEWARK FIRM FOR IMPROPER BEDBUG SPRAYING 

(11/P13) TRENTON - An $860,000 penalty was imposed today by the Department of Environmental

Protection on TVF Pest Control of Newark for misapplication of hazardous pesticides in residences to

control bedbugs, Commissioner Bob Martin announced. 

The DEP is seeking permanent revocation of TVF's pesticide business license and revocation of individual

applicator licenses for the company's responsible pesticide applicator Javier Godoy and company owner

Josimar Ferreira. The DEP also has charged TVF $10,625 for the cost of DEP chemical sampling in this

matter, and levied a $10,000 penalty against TVF corporate officer Marta Braga for an applicator licensing

violation.

"This is an issue of public health and welfare,'' said Commissioner Martin. "Bedbug infestation is a growing

problem in New Jersey and across the nation. The DEP is sending a strong and clear message in this case

that when companies put residents at risk by intentionally misusing pesticides in dealing with bedbugs

they will be dealt with severely.''

TVF and its pesticide applicators may continue to operate pending the outcome of an administrative

hearing, provided a request for a hearing is filed with DEP within 35 days.

An investigation by the DEP in 2010 revealed that TVF Pest Control used chemicals not appropriate for

indoor use in at least 50 residences and apartments, mostly in Essex, Hudson and Union counties,

between January and June, 2010 in spraying for bedbugs. 

That investigation found that Malathion and Carbaryl were sprayed inside homes and apartments. In

addition, TVF falsified documents to omit a record of their use of these pesticides for bedbug control.

"We want pest control companies and individuals to address the bedbug problem in a safe, responsible

manner,'' said Commissioner Martin. "They should use only registered pesticides and employing smart,

approved housekeeping practices and non-pesticide techniques to control the troubling insects.''

Neither Malathion nor Carbaryl are approved for indoor use. Symptoms of exposure to these pesticides,

which are readily absorbed through the skin, can include headaches, nausea and dizziness, muscle

twitching and vomiting. 

State residents have the right to obtain notification information from companies to identify chemicals used

to control pests in their residences, said Wolf Skacel, DEP Assistant Commissioner for Compliance and
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Enforcement.

"The DEP urges residents to arm themselves with information about pesticides used in their homes,'' said

Skacel. "Also, we are cautioning that pesticides can only be used in strict accordance with the product

label. Persistent bedbug problems sometimes prompt companies or desperate residents to use substances

that can create hazardous situations, leading to potential health problems that are far more serious than

bedbug bites."

For assistance is choosing an indoor pesticide, check with the New Jersey Cooperative Extension Service

office in your county at http://njaes.rutgers.edu/county. Information on licensed pest control professionals

in New Jersey is available at http://www.nj.gov/dep/enforcement/pcp/bpo-busappl.htm.

An investigation of TVF began last June after the DEP was alerted by Massachusetts officials that the

company was the subject of a federal Environmental Protection Agency probe in that state regarding

indoor use of pesticides to combat bedbugs. It was learned that residences particularly in Newark, and

also Elizabeth, Jersey City, Harrison, Kearny, Perth Amboy and Linden, South River and Avenel were

improperly treated by TVF.

An administrative order was issued by DEP in July directing TVF to immediately cease all applications

using the two chemicals and to clean up affected residences. TVF cleaned up 40 of the 50 residences, said

Skacel. The company could not gain entry to 10 of the remaining residences, so DEP advised the owners

on recommended cleaning techniques.

The public is advised to contact local or state health officials or the DEP if TVF has applied a liquid spray

to control bedbugs in your residence prior to July, 2010, and no one has contacted you about proper

cleaning. If you have questions, call the DEP at (609) 984-6513, or Spanish-speaking persons should call

(609) 984-6914.

Eliminating bed bugs can be difficult but not impossible if done properly, according to DEP experts. Hiring

a New Jersey licensed pest control professional can increase the likelihood of speeding up success in

eliminating bed bugs. The alternative is a do it yourself approach.

Pesticides alone, however, may not solve your bed bug problems. Eradicating the bugs requires an

Integrated Pest Management approach that can include a variety of removal methods, including

vacuuming, use of intense heat or extreme cold, and monitoring for the presence of bedbugs to prevent

invasions. Dogs that are trained to detect bedbugs by sense of smell are becoming a more common tool

to determine if bedbugs are present and the extent of an infestation.

To learn more about bedbugs and how to combat them, visit: 

www.epa.gov/pesticides/bedbugs

Also, the federal Centers for Disease Control officer information at: 

http://www.cdc.gov/nceh/ehs/Publications/Bed_Bugs_CDC-EPA_Statement.htm

###
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 By Robert McClure 

 Environmental Health News/InvestigateWest 

updated 12/22/2010 6:49:34 AM ET 

 SECOND OF TWO PARTS 

 A 1-year-old boy starts vomiting and  
experiencing diarrhea. Later, ripped-up  
remains of a container that held rat poison are  
found behind the family’s television.  

A mother puts out two green blocks of rat  
poison and they disappear. Her 2-year-old  
son breaks out in a fever. His stool is colored  
bright green. 

A 2-year-old boy walks into a room carrying  
rat poison. Seeing blisters, his parents whisk  
him to the hospital emergency room, where he  

 is hooked up to a cardiac monitor for several  
hours. 

Scenes like these — which were documented  
in a government report — have been playing  
out routinely in American homes for decades.  
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has  
known for a generation that kids have too- 
easy access to these super-toxic rat poisons.  
Every year, more than 10,000 kids are getting  
hold of them, and virtually all of the resulting  
calls to U.S. poison control centers concern  
children under the age of 3. 

Black and Hispanic children living below the  
poverty line are disproportionately affected.  
For example, a study in New York found that  
57 percent of children hospitalized for eating  
rat poison from 1990 to 1997 were African- 
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Robert McClure/Investigate West 
The multinational Reckitt Benckiser, which makes d-CON rat baits as well as a host of other 
consumer products, from Air Wick to Woolite, is challenging new regulations due totake effect in 
June 2011that are intended to keep highly toxicsecond-generation rat poisons out of the hands of 
kids. 

 

Decades on, EPA on verge of curbing use of rat 
poisons 
Activists hope new rules will slash number of U.S. kids being sickened each year 



 American and 26 percent were Latino. 

The EPA reported that these rat poisons “are,  
by far, the leading cause of (pesticide-related)  
visits to health care facilities in children under  
the age of 6 and the second leading cause of  
hospitalization.” 

Poisoned children can suffer internal bleeding,  
coma, anemia, nosebleeds, bleeding gums,  
bloody urine and bloody stools. Authorities  
have known for decades that thousands of  
children each year are exposed — although,  
fortunately, most are not seriously injured. 

Known as anti-coagulants, the chemicals  
prevent blood from clotting or coagulating.  
One is known as warfarin — the same  
chemical sold to people as Coumadin, a  
prescription blood thinner. A new "super  
toxic" strain of rodenticide was developed in  
the 1970s because it required only a single  
dose to kill a rat. The Brand names include  
Havoc, Talon, Contrac, Maki, Ratimus and d- 
CON Mouse Pruf II. 

The EPA now is moving to curb widespread  
use of these rodenticides, starting next June.  
That move, however, could be short-circuited  
by a lawsuit filed by the multinational  
corporation the sells d-CON products. 

Pesticide manufacturers, applicators and  
health officials say controlling rats is an  
important public health goal because they can  
spread a number of diseases, including  
hemorrhagic fever, leptospirosis,  
salmonellosis and rat bite fever. 

 'A real shame'  
But the amount of time the EPA took to deal  
with the threat to children is disgraceful, said  
Aaron Colangelo, an attorney for the  
environmental group Natural Resources  
Defense Council who sued to force EPA action. 

“EPA published notices in the ‘90s saying the  
number of poisonings amounted to a  
significant threat,” Colangelo said. “It’ll be 20  
years later almost before safety measures are  
in place. 

“That’s a real shame.” 

Records show that the EPA was aware kids  
were getting into these poisons in significant  
numbers at least as early as 1983. An average  
of 1,562 human exposures to rodenticides  
were reported annually from 1970 to 1982. At  
least partly because of a better reporting  
system, that number had increased nearly  
sevenfold by 1988. 
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 Between 2004 and 2008, U.S. poison control  
centers received 10,000 to 14,000 calls about  
the rat killers annually. The EPA has estimated  
that these incidents probably accounted for  
only about one-fourth of all exposures. 

On average, about 3,700 of these cases were  
treated by medical professionals each year,  
according to reports of the American  
Association of Poison Control Centers. 

Read Part 1: Highly toxic rat poisons killing  
owls, other wildlife 

The Clinton administration’s EPA declared in  
1998 that the rat poisons had to be  
reformulated to taste bitter, so kids wouldn’t  
eat them, and mandated that a bright dye be  
added to make it obvious if a child had put the  
material in his or her mouth. 

But the EPA under President George W. Bush  
backed down on those requirements. In 2001,  
citing a “mutual agreement” worked out in a  
series of meetings with pesticide makers and  
other government agencies, the agency  
reversed course. Some pesticide makers  
thought putting a bittering agent into the  
poisons would make rats less likely to eat the  
products, although other manufacturers  
found bittering agents that allowed the  
pesticides to work. 

When Colangelo filed suit on behalf of NRDC  
and West Harlem Environmental Action in  
2004, U.S. District Court Judge U.S. District  
Judge Jed Rakoff ordered the EPA to take  
another look at its control measures. He  

 criticized the EPA’s reversal of itself in the face  
of industry opposition. 

“The EPA lacked even the proverbial ‘scintilla’  
of evidence justifying its reversal of the  
requirement it had imposed, after extensive  
study, only a few years before,” the judge  
ruled. 

What the new rules will do  
The new rules set to take effect in June 2011  
are voluminous, but the basic changes are: 

• Banning the sale of loose baits to  
consumers. 

• Disallowing the sale of the highly toxic  
second-generation rat poisons at the retail  
level. Currently they are commonly sold at  
grocery, drug and hardware stores. 

• Limiting the amount of bait that can be sold  
over the counter to no more than one pound,  
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 and restricting its use to bait stations designed  
to keep out kids and dogs. 

• Allowing professional exterminators and  
employees of farms and businesses to  
continue to use the loose baits and the more- 
toxic rodenticides – but requiring them to be  
put onto above-ground locations where they  
cannot be disturbed by children, pets or  
wildlife. These baits also may not be placed  
more than 50 feet from a building. 

 Until then, consumers can continue to buy  
and use the loose rat poisons. 

Pesticide industry officials challenge the  
notion that restricting use of rat poisons is a  
good strategy to improve public health. The  
real problem, they say, is that rats are so  
prevalent and can pass along serious diseases. 

They acknowledge that thousands of calls  
come in to poison-control centers annually,  

 but point out that very few result in  
longstanding harm to children or others. A  
2006 EPA study of children under 6 exposed  
to all rat poisons — including first-generation  
rodenticides — found that of the 68,005 kids  
exposed to the pesticides, 18,084 went to a  
health care facility, with 302 hospitalized and  
219 put into the intensive-care unit.  

“You’re looking at very low numbers of  
exposures that (usually only) require  
observation,” said Karen Reardon,  
spokeswoman for a pesticide lobbying  
organization call Responsible Industry for a  
Sound Environment. “The benefits of the  
products are quite enormous, especially if  
you’re living in an environment where most  
people have exposure to rats.” 

Not everyone can afford to pay an  
exterminator for monthly service, Reardon  
said, adding that in the Washington, D.C., area,  
where she lives, such a service costs about  
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Robert Mcclure / InvestigateWest 
As of June, new legal requirements will curtail the use of second-generation rat poisons. Limited 
amounts sold at the retail level will have to be put on in bait stations like this one,designed to keep 
out children and dogs. 



 $80 a month. And alternatives like glue traps  
or snap traps also send kids to the emergency  
room, she said. 

Reardon highlighted several incidents that she  
said make the case for continued use of the  
second-generation rodenticides. 

In 2007 in New York City, in a highly  
publicized case, a KFC/Taco Bell had rats  
running rampant. One employee was bitten,  
and customers who complained were told they  
did not have to pay for their order. The same  
year, also in New York City, the Daily News  
reported that a mother sleeping with her 8- 
month-old son in her bed in order to protect  
him from rats in the apartment building  
accidentally smothered the child.  

“The products have a benefit or they wouldn’t  
be on the market,” Reardon said. 

Reckitt Benckiser, a multinational consumer- 
products marketer, filed suit in federal court  
to prevent EPA’s new rules from going into  
effect. The company says restrictions on use  
of rat poison likely will lead to “potentially  
significant public health consequences.” 

“The company wants to ensure that safe and  
affordable rodenticides remain available to  
everyday consumers who cannot afford pest  
control treatments by professional services,”  
Reckitt Benckiser said in a statement. 

 Environmental Health News , a nonprofit journalism site  
that seeks to advance the public’s understanding of  
environmental health issues, commissioned this story by  
InvestigateWest, a nonprofit investigative journalism center  
based in Seattle. For information on how you can support  

 
 

independent investigative reporting for the common good, go  
to invw.org.
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Soil Fumigant Pesticides

Chloropicrin
Dazomet
1,3-Dichloropropene
Iodomethane
Metam sodium/potassium
Methyl bromide
Methyl isothiocyanate (MITC)

Implementating New Safety Measures for Soil
Fumigant Pesticides
Current as of December 2010

Overview

EPA is requiring important new safety measures for soil fumigant
pesyesticides to increase protections for agricultural workers and
bystanders – people who live, work, or otherwise spend time near
fields that are fumigated.  These measures are for the soil
fumigants:

chloropicrin
dazomet
metam sodium/potassium
methyl bromide

Soil fumigants are pesticides that, when applied to soil, form a
gas to control pests that live in the soil and can disrupt plant growth and crop production.  Soil
fumigants are used on many high value crops and provide benefits to growers in controlling a wide
range of pests, including nematodes, fungi, bacteria, insects and weeds.  As gases, however,
fumigants move from the soil to the air at the application site and may move off site at
concentrations that produce adverse health effects in humans from hours to days after application. 
These health effects range from mild and reversible eye irritation to more severe and irreversible
effects, depending on the fumigant and the level of exposure.

On this page:

Schedule for Implementing New Safety Measures
Risk Mitigation Measures for Soil Fumigants

Schedule for Implementing New Safety Measures: (Fact Sheet) To achieve new protections,
many new safety measures will appear on soil fumigant product labels by late December 2010.  All
new safety measures, including buffer zones, will be included on fumigant labels by late 2011. 

Implementation Schedule for Soil Fumigant Risk Mitigation Measures

Risk Mitigation Measure 2010 2011

Restricted Use (metam sodium/potassium and dazomet only:
methyl bromide 
and chloropicrin were already RUPs)

• •

New Good Agricultural Practices • •

Rate reductions • •

Use site limitations • •

New handler protections • •

Tarp cutting and removal restrictions • •

Extended worker reentry restrictions • •
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Safety information for workers • •

Fumigant Management Plans ° •

First responder and community outreach ° •

Applicator training ° •

Compliance assistance and assurance measures ° •

Restrictions on applications near sensitive areas •

Buffer zones around all treated fields •

Buffer credits for best practices •

Buffer posting •

Buffer overlap prohibitions •

Emergency preparedness measures •

° = under development/partial implementation
• = adopt completely

Risk Mitigation Measures for Soil Fumigants:  EPA is requiring a suite of complementary
mitigation measures to protect handlers, reentry workers, and bystanders from risks resulting from
exposure to the soil fumigant pesticides. These measures are designed to work together to address
all risks, but focus on the acute human inhalation risks that have been identified in the revised risk
assessments for these fumigants.

Most of the measures summarized here apply to all of the soil fumigants (for example, fumigant
management plans).  See fact sheets explaining implementation of these general risk mitigation
measures. However, some measures are specific to individual fumigants (for example, buffer
distances). The fumigant-specific measures are explained in detail in chemical-specific Amended
REDs.

Measures include:
Buffer zones (see related fact sheet)
Posting requirements (see related fact sheet)
Agricultural worker protections (see related fact sheet)
Applicator training programs and safety information for handlers (see related brochures)
Good agricultural practices
Application method, practice, and rate restrictions
Restricted use pesticide classification
Site-specific fumigant management plans (see related fact sheet; templates)
Emergency preparedness and response requirements (see related fact sheet)
Compliance assistance and assurance measures
Community outreach and education programs

Buffer Zones: (Fact Sheet) EPA is requiring fumigant users to establish a buffer zone around
treated fields to reduce risks to bystanders. A buffer zone provides distance between the
application site (i.e., edge of field) and bystanders, allowing airborne residues to disperse before
reaching the bystanders. This buffer will reduce the chances that air concentrations where
bystanders are located will cause adverse health effects.
EPA has selected buffer distances that will protect bystanders from exposures that could cause
adverse effects, but that are not so great as to eliminate benefits of soil fumigant use. The size of
the buffer zones is based on the following factors:

application rate;
field size;
application equipment and methods; and,
emission-control measures (e.g., tarps).

Buffer zone distances will be provided in look-up tables on product labels. EPA is also giving
"credits" to encourage users to employ practices that reduce emissions (for example, use of high-
barrier tarps). Credits will reduce buffer distances. Some credits will also be available for site
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conditions that reduce emissions (e.g., high organic or clay content of soils).

Posting Requirements: (Fact Sheet) For buffer zones to be effective, bystanders need to be
informed about their location to ensure they do not enter areas designated as part of the buffer
zone. EPA is requiring that buffer zones be posted at usual points of entry and along likely routes
of approach to the buffer unless a physical barrier prevents access to the buffer. The signs must
include a “do not walk” symbol, fumigant product name, and contact information for the fumigator.

Agricultural Worker Protections: (Fact Sheet) Persons engaged in any of a number of activities
that are part of the fumigation process are considered “handlers.”  Handler activities include
operating fumigation equipment, assisting in the application of the fumigant, monitoring fumigant
air concentrations, and installing, repairing, perforating, and removing tarps.

Respiratory Protection: Many current labels require handlers to use respirators
when air concentrations in the area where they are working reach certain action
levels, but do not require monitoring to determine if the action levels have been
reached. New labels will require handlers to either stop work or put on respirators if
they experience sensory irritation.
In most cases inhalation risks can be mitigated with the use of air purifying
respirators if they choose to continue working after experiencing sensory irritation.
For scenarios involving very high air concentrations where these respirators do not
provide adequate protection, EPA is requiring handlers to stop work and leave the
area. If there is an emergency involving applications of methyl bromide or
chloropicrin, then a self contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) may be required.
Additionally, EPA is requiring that handlers be:

1. fit-tested to ensure respirators will provide the protection they are designed to
provide;

2. trained in how to properly use a respirator; and
3. determined to be healthy enough to wear the respirator to ensure they have no

problems such as a heart condition that could make use of the respirator dangerous.

Tarp Perforation and Removal: Fumigant gases become trapped under tarps and can be
released when the tarp is perforated (i.e., cut, punched, poked) and removed (for application
methods in which tarps are removed before planting).  Handlers perforating and removing
tarps within 14 days of the application may be exposed to air concentrations of concern.  To
reduce these exposures, the Agency is requiring the following:

a minimum interval of 5 days between application and tarp perforation;
a minimum interval of 2 hours between perforation and tarp removal;
that handlers stop work or use of respiratory protection if irritation is
detected; and,
use of mechanical devices (e.g., using all-terrain vehicles with cutting
implements attached) with few exceptions.

Entry-Restricted Period: Stakeholder comments indicate that reentry for non-handler
tasks is generally not needed for several days after the application is complete. EPA is
extending the time that agricultural workers (i.e., non-handlers) are prohibited from
entering the treated area. The entry prohibited period depends on the method of application,
but generally the minimum period for worker reentry will be five days or until after tarps are
perforated and/or removed.

Applicator Training Programs and Safety Information for Handlers: EPA is requiring
fumigant registrants to develop and implement training programs for applicators in charge of soil
fumigations so these applicators are better prepared to effectively manage fumigant operations.
The registrants also must prepare and disseminate safety information and materials for fumigant
handlers (those working under the supervision of the certified applicator in charge of fumigations).
Providing safety information to other fumigant handlers will help them understand and adhere to
practices that will protect them from risks of exposure. The materials must include information on
work practices that can reduce exposure to fumigants, and thereby improve safety for workers and
bystanders.

Good Agricultural Practices: Current fumigant labels recommend practices that help reduce off-
gassing and improve the safety and effectiveness of applications.  The Agency has determined that
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including certain practices on labels as requirements rather than recommendations will minimize
inhalation and other risks from fumigant applications.  Several fumigant products already
incorporate some of these measures on their labels.  Examples of good agricultural practices
include proper soil preparation/tilling, ensuring optimal soil moisture and temperature, appropriate
use of sealing techniques, equipment calibration, and weather criteria.

Application Method, Practice, and Rate Restrictions: The Agency is restricting certain
fumigant application methods that lead to risks that are difficult to address. These include certain
untarped applications for some fumigants. EPA is also lowering maximum application rates to
reflect those rates needed for effective use, thereby reducing the potential for inhalation exposure
and risk.

Restricted Use Pesticide Classification: All soil fumigant products containing methyl bromide,
1,3-dichloropropene, iodomethane, and chloropicrin are currently restricted use pesticides, but
many soil fumigant products containing metam sodium/potassium and dazomet were not restricted
use pesticides.  The Agency has determined that all of the soil fumigants undergoing reregistration
meet the criteria for restricted use.  Therefore, EPA has reclassified metam sodium/potassium and
dazomet as restricted use pesticides.

Site-Specific Fumigant Management Plans (FMPs): (Fact Sheet; Templates)  Soil fumigations
are complex processes that require specialized equipment and practices to properly apply volatile
and toxic pesticides. EPA's risk mitigation allows for site-specific decisions to address the conditions
where the fumigant is applied. To address this complexity and flexibility, EPA is requiring that
fumigant users prepare a written, site-specific fumigant management plan before fumigations
begin. Written plans and procedures for safe and effective applications will help prevent accidents
and misuse and will capture emergency response plans and steps to take in case an accident
occurs.

Fumigators will capture in the FMP how they are complying with label requirements. FMPs will help
ensure fumigators successfully plan all aspects of a safe fumigation, and will be an important tool
for federal, state, tribal, and local officials to verify compliance with labeling.

The certified applicator supervising the fumigation must verify in writing that the FMP is current
and accurate before beginning the fumigation. A post-application summary describing any
deviations that may have occurred from the FMP will also be required within 30 days of the end of
the application.

The fumigator and the owner/operator of the fumigated field must keep the FMP and post-
application summary for two years and make them available upon request to federal, state, tribal,
and local enforcement officials.

Emergency Preparedness and Response Requirements: (Fact Sheet) Although buffers and
other mitigation will prevent many future incidents, it is likely that some incidents will still occur
due to accidents, errors, and/or unforeseen weather conditions. Early detection and appropriate
response to accidental chemical releases is an effective means of reducing risk. Preparedness for
these types of situations is an important part of the suite of measures necessary to avoid risks
posed by fumigants.

First Responder Education: EPA is requiring registrants to provide information to
first responders in high fumigant use areas. This will help to ensure that emergency
responders are prepared to effectively identify and respond to fumigant exposure
incidents.

Site-Specific Response and Management Activities: EPA is requiring site-specific
measures in areas where bystanders may be close to fumigant buffer zones.
Fumigators may choose either to monitor the buffer perimeter or to provide
emergency response information directly to neighbors. If site specific measures are
required, and the fumigator chooses to monitor, the emergency response plan stated
in the Fumigant Management Plan must be implemented if the persons monitoring
detect fumigants moving outside the buffer zone toward places where people are. This
monitoring must be done during the full buffer zone time period at times when the
greatest potential exists for fumigants to move off-site.
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If the fumigator chooses instead to provide emergency response information directly
to neighbors, the certified applicator supervising the fumigation, or someone under
his/her direct supervision, must ensure that nearby residents and business
owners/operators have been provided the response information at least one week
prior to fumigant application. The method for distributing information to neighbors
must be described in the Fumigant Management Plan.

Compliance Assistance and Assurance Measures: Assuring compliance with new label
requirements is an important part of the package of mitigation measures. Some but not all states
have mechanisms in place to obtain information needed to assist and assure compliance with new
fumigant requirements. Therefore, in states that wish to receive more information, fumigators must
notify State and Tribal Lead Agencies for pesticide enforcement about applications they plan to
conduct. This information will aid those states in planning compliance assurance activities.

Community Outreach and Education Programs: EPA is requiring fumigant registrants to
develop and implement community outreach programs to ensure that information about fumigants
and safety is available within communities where soil fumigation occurs. Outreach programs will
address the risk of bystander exposure by educating community members about fumigants, buffer
zones, how to recognize early signs of fumigant exposure, and how to respond appropriately in
case of an incident.
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New York to Mitigate Impact of Pesticides on Groundwater 
(Beyond Pesticides, December 22, 2010)The New York Department of Environmental Conservation has created a pesticide use 
committee to look for ways to reduce the impact of more than 100 pesticides found in Long Island’s 
groundwater. 

In an effort to strengthen the protection of the sole source aquifer that supplies Long Island’s 
drinking water, and area lakes, ponds and bays, the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation has announced the creation of a consortium of public and private stakeholders to 
develop a Long Island Pesticide Use Management Plan. The committee, which first met November 
30, 2010, will create the Plan that focuses on mitigating the impact of pesticides on groundwater. 

The plan, according to the Department’s Regional Director Peter A. Scully, is being prepared in 
response to the past discovery of more than 100 pesticides and pesticide breakdown products in Long 
Island’s groundwater. The overall goal of the plan, Mr. Scully said, is to prevent adverse effects to 
human health and the environment by protecting Long Island’s groundwater and surface water 
resources from pesticide contamination, while continuing to meet the needs of agricultural, 
residential, commercial, industrial, and institutional pest management. 

“The importance of this effort is underscored by the broad representation of many diverse interests, 
all of whom agree that reducing the introduction of toxic materials into Long Island’s environment is 
of paramount importance,” said Mr. Scully. “Never before in history has such a capable and 
balanced group joined together to work cooperatively with the goals of strengthening the protection of our drinking water supply, and 

an 
se 

our surface waters.” 

While Suffolk County Water Authority and other public water suppliers treat groundwater to remove contaminants, private wells that 
draw water from groundwater reserves ordinarily do not, which can pose a health risk. High levels of pesticides in drinking water c
cause birth defects, damage to the nervous system and, in some cases, cancer. Visit Beyond Pesticides’ Pesticide Induced Disea
Database for more information on pesticides and pesticide induced diseases. A key component of the plan involves examining 
preventive measures and steps that can be taken to minimize the potential for pesticides to impact groundwater resources. Potential 
measures could involve taking actions before pesticides are detected in groundwater or measures that can be taken after a pesticide is 

ts, is 
l plan next year. The plan will shape the DEC’s policies for reducing pesticide-related threats to Long 

ns 

detected in groundwater resources. 

The DEC-led committee, made up of government officials, pesticide applicators, agriculture representatives and environmentalis
expected to release a fina
Island’s drinking water. 

Every year, homeowners, farmers, groundskeepers and exterminators apply millions of pounds and hundreds of thousands of gallo
of pesticides to control pests. Of 30 commonly used lawn pesticides, 17 are detected in groundwater, and 23 have the potential to 
leach. 2,4-D, found in weed and feed and other lawn products, is the herbicide most frequently detected in streams and shallow grou
water from urban lawns. The committee will develop policies to encourage Long Islanders to man

nd 
age pests with some of the least-

toxic pesticides as well as environmentally-friendly methods that do not contain pesticides at all. 

Previous U.S. Geological Survey data have found that U.S. waterways and groundwater are contaminated with toxic substances 
including fertilizers, pesticides, pharmaceuticals and other industrial chemicals. Chemicals, even those detected at low-levels, are
increasingly being linked to serious health and developmental effects, well below U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
drinking water standards and levels of concern. According to a Beyond Pesticides report, 

 

Threatened Waters: Turning the Tide on 
Pesticide Contamination, over 50% of the U.S. population draws its drinking water supply from groundwater. Once groundwater has 
been contaminated, it takes many years or even decades to recover.  

For more information on the effects of water contamination, read “Reproductive Effects Peak with Pesticide Exposure,” a talk given 
by Paul Winchester, M.D., at Beyond Pesticides April 2010 National Pesticide Forum at Case Western Reserve Medical School and 
published in our latest issue of Pesticides and You. For more information on drinking water and contaminants found in drinking wate
read Beyond Pesticid

r, 
es’ “Threatened Waters,” and see the Pesticide Induced Disease Database for links between chemical exposure 

nd diseases. 

ource: NorthFork Patch

a

 
S   

 

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/pump.jpg�
http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/
http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/?p=4704
http://www.beyondpesticides.org/health
http://www.beyondpesticides.org/health
http://www.beyondpesticides.org/lawn/factsheets/30enviro.pdf
http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/?p=309
http://www.beyondpesticides.org/water/water-brochure.pdf
http://www.beyondpesticides.org/water/water-brochure.pdf
http://www.beyondpesticides.org/infoservices/pesticidesandyou/Fall%202010/winchester.pdf
http://www.beyondpesticides.org/water/water-brochure.pdf


Brown marmorated stink bug latest invasive pest threat to U.S. crops

http://westernfarmpress.com/print/management/brown-marmorated-stink-bug-latest-invasive-pest-threat-us-crops[12/28/2010 11:24:57 AM]

print | close

Brown marmorated stink bug latest invasive pest threat to U.S. crops
Thu, 2010-12-16 01:36
Harry Cline

The dirty dozen have become the stinking 13 with the latest invasive pest alert by USDA-APHIS and university
entomologists across the U.S. for growers to be on the lookout for the brown marmorated stink bug (BMSB).

BMSB joins Asian citrus psyllid, Asian longhorned beetle, citrus greening, emerald ash borer, European grapevine moth,
European gypsy moth, false codling moth, light brown apple moth, Mediterranean fruit fly, Mexican fruit fly, Oriental fruit
fly, and sudden oak death and dangerous invasive pests.

BMSB has been found in 29 states. It has become established in northwest Oregon and has been found in Vancouver,
Wash. One was picked up five years ago in a storage facility in Vallejo, Calif., where a family from Pennsylvania recently
relocated. It was also found two years ago in air freight at a Southern California airport.

Eastern Pennsylvania is where it was first collected in the U.S. in September 1998. It was believed to have reached the U.S.
on a cargo ship from Asia.

Larry Hull, a Pennsylvania State University entomologist based at the Fruit Research and Extension Center in Biglerville,
Penn., said even through it has since been found in parts of New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia and West Virginia, the insect
had not caused any significant damage to tree fruit crops until this past season. “Some growers in Maryland and northern
Virginia had complained about damage from the insect in 2009,” Hull says. “But, 2010 was the first year when things
really got out of hand.”

This past season, he notes, some Pennsylvania peach growers lost as much as 50 percent to 60 percent of their crop to the
insect which feeds directly on the fruit. “All the forces (early bloom and very, dry warm weather) came together to create
very high BMSB populations and caught everyone off guard,” he says.

Among other crops, it feeds on grapes, citrus, blackberry, sweet corn, field corn and soybeans.

According to entomologist Walt Bentley, University of California IPM specialist based at the UC Kearney Ag Center in
Parlier, Calif., BMSB has been found in tree fruit orchards in Oregon.

Growers should take finds of unknown stinkbugs seriously and report them to county agriculture commissioners
immediately.

“We missed EGVM for a few years and then it became established,” he says. Unlike EGVM, BMSB poses a bigger threat
since it feeds on a host of cultivated, ornamental and wild hosts.

(BMSB) is native to China, Japan, Korea and Taiwan where it is a major economic pest, attacking a variety of high value
crops.

Adult BMSB resemble other stinkbugs. They have a marbled pattern on their backs and specialized mouthparts that enable
them to penetrate and feed on plant tissues. Feeding results in deformed fruit (cat facing), and internal brown spotting
that renders the fruit unsuitable for the fresh market.
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The BMSB can emit a foul odor; the presence of BMSBs in wine grape clusters at harvest and crush may contaminate the
fruit and impart their foul bitter sweet odor to the wine.

The name “marmorated” is from the Latin word for marble, “marmor.” The back of the adult has a marble-like pattern,
hence the name.

Devastating potential of BMSB
The devastating potential of this insect has triggered a flurry of research activity by state and federal agricultural
researchers.

USDA-ARS researchers in West Virginia say there are two full generations of BMSB beginning with the previous year’s
overwintered adults in the spring. These become active, move into orchards and start to feed and mate. Egg masses are
laid with nymphs hatching soon afterwards. The nymphs feed voraciously while undergoing five nymphal stages before
developing into adults, ending the first cycle of the year. By September the second generation of adults is present and may
begin to leave the orchard to overwinter. Warm spring and summer conditions could permit the development of two or
three generations. However, in parts of sub-tropical China, records indicate from four to possibly six generations per year.

Mass migrations of adults flood into urban areas, including homes, looking for a warm place to overwinter causing public
outcry. Although harmless to people, their unpleasant odor emitted when disturbed make them equally unpopular with
urbanites.

Adults are approximately 17 mm long (25 mm = 1 inch) and have shades of brown on both the upper and lower body
surfaces. They are the typical “shield” shape of other stink bugs, almost as wide as they are long. To distinguish them from
other stink bugs, look for lighter bands on the antennae and darker bands on the membranous, overlapping part at the rear
of the front pair of wings. They have patches of coppery or bluish-metallic colored puntures (small rounded depressions)
on the head and pronotum. The name “stink bug” refers to the scent glands located on the dorsal surface of the abdomen
and the underside of the thorax.

The eggs are elliptical (1.6 x 1.3 mm), light yellow to yellow-red with minute spines forming fine lines. They are attached,
side-by-side, to the underside of leaves in masses of 20 to 30 eggs.

There are five nymphal instars. They range in size from the first instar at 2.4 mm to the fifth instar that is 12 mm in length.
The eyes are a deep red. The abdomen is a yellowish red in the first instar and progresses to off-white with reddish spots in
the fifth instar. Protuberances are found before each of the abdominal scent glands on the dorsal surface. The legs, head
and thorax are black. Spines are located on the femur, before each eye, and several on the lateral margins of the thorax.

According to Oregon entomologists, there are several native stinkbugs that closely resemble BMSB. Rough stink bugs, and
their relatives, are often encountered. Adult rough stink bugs can be easily distinguished from adult BMSB. Rough stink
bugs have distinct teeth on the edges of the thorax, or “shoulders,” just behind the head and all the antennal segments are
one color. BMSB have no teeth on the edges of the thorax and the last two antennal segments have white bands.

hcline@farmpress.com

Source URL: http://westernfarmpress.com/management/brown-marmorated-stink-bug-latest-invasive-pest-threat-
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ARTICLES

Impact of Prenatal Exposure to
Piperonyl Butoxide and
Permethrin on 36-Month
Neurodevelopment

Megan K. Horton, PhDa,e,
Andrew Rundle, DrPHb, David E. Camann, MSc,
Dana Boyd Barr, PhDd, Virginia A. Rauh, ScDe,
Robin M. Whyatt, DrPHe

aSergievsky Center;
eColumbia Center for Children's Environmental
Health, Mailman School of Public Health; and
bMailman School of Public Health, Columbia
University, New York, New York;
cSouthwest Research Institute, San Antonio,
Texas; and
dEmory University, Rollins School of Public Health,
Atlanta, Georgia

OBJECTIVE Recent pesticide-monitoring results
suggest that a shift in residential pesticide
exposure from organophosphorus insecticides to pyrethroid insecticides has occurred. Pyrethroid
insecticides are potential neurodevelopmental toxicants and have not been evaluated for
developmental toxicity. Our objective was to explore the association between prenatal exposure
to permethrin (a common pyrethroid) and piperonyl butoxide (a pyrethroid synergist) and 36-
month neurodevelopment.
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METHODS Participants is this study were part of a prospective cohort of black and Dominican
mothers and newborns living in low-income neighborhoods in New York City. We examined 36-
month cognitive and motor development (using the Bayley Scales of Infant Development,
second edition) as a function of permethrin levels measured in maternal and umbilical cord
plasma collected on delivery and permethrin and piperonyl butoxide levels in personal air
collected during pregnancy. All models were controlled for gender, gestational age, ethnicity,
maternal education, maternal intelligence, quality of the home environment, and prenatal
exposure to environmental tobacco smoke and chlorpyrifos.

RESULTS Prenatal exposure to permethrin in personal air and/or plasma was not associated
with performance scores for the Bayley Mental Developmental Index or the Psychomotor
Developmental Index. After data adjustment, children more highly exposed to piperonyl butoxide
in personal air samples (>4.34 ng/m3) scored 3.9 points lower on the Mental Developmental
Index than those with lower exposures (95% confidence interval: –0.25 to –7.49).

CONCLUSIONS Prenatal exposure to piperonyl butoxide was negatively associated with 36-
month neurodevelopment.

Key Words: prenatal pesticide exposure • neurodevelopment

Abbreviations: OP = organophosphorus • CCCEH = Columbia Center for Children's
Environmental Health • BSID-II = Bayley Scales of Infant Development, second edition • PBO =
piperonyl butoxide • LOD = limits of detection • MDI = Mental Developmental Index • PDI =
Psychomotor Developmental Index • ETS = environmental tobacco smoke • TONI = Test of
Nonverbal Intelligence • HOME = Home Observation for Measurement of the Environment • CI =
confidence interval

Accepted Nov 30, 2010.
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Exposure to pesticides in womb linked to learning
disabilities

Babies exposed to high levels of pesticides while in the womb may suffer from learning
problems, a new study suggests.

The study focused on a chemical called permethrin, one
of the pyrethroid pesticides, commonly used in
agriculture and to kill termites, fleas and household
bugs, says lead author Megan Horton of the Columbia
Center for Children's Environmental Health. Most of the
pregnant women in this New York-based study were
exposed by spraying for cockroaches.

Permethrin — among the most commonly detected
pesticides in homes — is being used more often today
as older organophosphorous pesticides are phased out
because of concerns that they harm brain development,
says Horton, whose study is being published today in
Pediatrics.

Researchers measured 348 pregnant women's
exposures by asking them to wear backpack air
monitors, Horton says. Researchers followed the women
and their children for three years.

Children exposed to the highest pesticide levels before
birth were three times as likely to have a mental delay
compared to children with lower levels, the study says.
Children with the highest prenatal exposures also scored
about 4 points lower on an intelligence test, the Bayley
Mental Developmental Index. That test has a mean score
of 100, with most people's scores falling within 15 points
of that range.

That's about the same intelligence loss caused by lead, says Philip Landrigan, a
pediatrics professor and environmental health expert at New York's Mount Sinai School
of Medicine.

Pyrethroid pesticides kill bugs by "being toxic to the developing brain," Landrigan says.
The results are "very believable and should be taken seriously," Landrigan says.

Because the study is the first to link permethrin with brain damage, researchers need to
conduct additional studies before concluding that the pesticide really harms the brain,
says Mary Fox, an assistant professor at John Hopkins' Bloomberg School of Public
Health.

Even without definitive data, however, Fox says it makes sense for pregnant women to
reduce their exposure to bug sprays and other pesticides.
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To control bugs, for example, she suggests fixing water leaks, keeping food tightly
covered and, if necessary, spraying outside instead of inside the home.

For more information about reprints & permissions, visit our FAQ's. To report corrections and clarifications, contact Standards
Editor Brent Jones. For publication consideration in the newspaper, send comments to letters@usatoday.com. Include name,
phone number, city and state for verification. To view our corrections, go to corrections.usatoday.com.



Response to Study on Piperonyl Butoxide and Permethrin and 
Learning Disabilities in Pediatrics 

Overview and Speaking Points  
Prepared for the National Pest Management Association 

By the Professional Pest Management Alliance 
February 9, 2011 

 

Background 

On February 7, 2011, Pediatrics, the official journal of the American Academy of Pediatrics, published a 
new  study  (“Impact  of  Prenatal  Exposure  to  Piperonyl  Butoxide  and  Permethrin  on  36‐Month 
Neurodevelopment”) detailing a recent study of 348 mothers from  low‐income areas of New York City 
which examined the association between prenatal exposure to permethrin (a common pyrethroid) and 
piperonyl  butoxide  (a  synergist  sometimes  added  to  pyrethrin  and  pyrethroid  products)  and  their 
children’s  mental  development  at  age  three.  The  authors  concluded  that  mental  development  of 
children at age three may be adversely impacted by prenatal exposure to piperonyl butoxide (PBO). 

The findings of this study were published by several major media outlets on February 7,  including USA 
Today and the syndicated news service, HealthDay, which was picked up by U.S. News & World Report 
and Newsday. Due  to  the  findings and our experience with previous studies of  this nature, we expect 
this  story  to  receive  further  attention  by  other  national  and  possibly  local media  outlets  and may 
generate inquiries from customers and/or employees.  

According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Reregistration Eligibility Decision for 
Piperonyl Butoxide (June 2006), “PBO has a low, acute toxicity by oral, inhalation and dermal routes.  No 
developmental toxic effects were noted in guidelines using rats and rabbits.”  

The  researchers’  objective  for  the  study  stems  from  the  shift  from  the  use  of  organophosphates  to 
pyrethroids as  they claim  that pyrethroids are “potential neurodevelopmental  toxicants and have not 
been evaluated for developmental toxicity.”  

The methodology  involved monitoring  the  subjects’  exposure  to  permethrin  and  piperonyl  butoxide 
levels in their “breathing zone,” by having them wear air monitor backpacks, and by testing their blood 
during  their  pregnancy.  The  subjects’  children were  subsequently  divided  into  four  groups  based  on 
their exposure  to piperonyl butoxide and  their  cognitive and mental development was  tested at age 
three.  According to Dr. Horton, “Kids who were in the highest quartile range of exposure to PBO were 
three times as  likely to be  in the delayed category, compared to kids with  lower exposure.”   However, 
Dr.  Horton  noted  that  it's  impossible  to  say what  levels  of  pesticide  are  safe,  partly  because many 
factors come into play, such as the type of pesticide used and the ventilation provided. She did not have 
data on the frequency of pesticide use in the homes of the study subjects.  

Some experts believe that additional research is necessary. Dr. Mary Fox, an assistant professor at Johns 
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health was quoted  in USA Today as saying, “Because the study  is 
the  first  to  link permethrin with brain damage, researchers need  to conduct additional studies before 
concluding that the pesticide really harms the brain.” 

However, regardless of whether additional research is conducted, this type of study is certain to further 
fuel the fire about the effect of pesticide exposure on children’s health, especially those pesticides that 
are commonly used by the professional pest control industry.   



Statement 

“While the NPMA has not evaluated the study in its entirety, we are aware of the conclusions that have 
been drawn by Dr. Horton and her  team of  researchers.   The professional pest management  industry 
relies on various important and essential products to address pest infestations – infestations, which can 
negatively affect public health and property.  All pest products used within the industry are registered by 
the Environmental Protection Agency  (EPA) after  it has reviewed extensive heath and safety data and 
made  a  determination  that  the  product meets  the  federal  government’s  tough  health  standard.   As 
such, consumers should feel confident that the application of such products will be done expertly and 
only by qualified and licensed pest professionals as directed on the product label. The professional pest 
control  industry’s  primary  concern  is  for  the  health,  safety  and  protection  of  its  customers  and  the 
American public.”  

Speaking Points 

• We  cannot  speak  specifically  to  the  findings published  in  the most  recent  issue of Pediatrics. 
However,  we  can  confidently  say  that  all  professional  products  used  in  the  treatment  of 
residential  pest  infestations  are  rigorously  reviewed  and  registered  by  the  Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to be used by certified applicators for pest management. The National 
Pest Management Association works  closely with  the EPA  to ensure  that all products used  in 
pest management practices are consistently reviewed, re‐registered and provided with accurate 
and comprehensive labeling for use.   

• If  consumers  are  concerned by  the  issues  raised  in  the  recent  study offered by Pediatrics  as 
related  to  their  overall  pest management  plan,  the  National  Pest Management  Association 
encourages consumers to consult with a qualified and licensed pest professional to discuss these 
concerns as well as  the proactive and preventative measures  they can  take  to minimize  risks, 
including  risks  posed  by  pests.    More  importantly,  by  working  with  a  pest  professional, 
consumers  can  ensure  that  a  pest  problem  is  properly  identified  and  treated  effectively  and 
efficiently.  

• Professional  pest  management  plays  a  vital  role  in  protecting  public  health  and  property. 
Household  pests  pose  serious  risks  to  our  health  by  spreading  bacteria  and  disease, 
contaminating  food and  causing  respiratory problems  such as asthma. Some household pests 
can also  severely damage property. Wood destroying  insects eat away at a home’s  structural 
stability and rodents gnaw away at drywall and electrical wires, posing a serious risk for fires. 

 

Additional background regarding the study 

• The authors conclude that there is no association between prenatal exposure to permethrin and 
neurodevelopment effects, so the title of the article, while technically describing what the study 
looked for, is rather misleading. 

•  While the authors conclude there is an association between exposure to piperonyl butoxide 
(PBO) and neurodevelopment, PBO is not used as the sole ingredient in any product and is used 
with multiple active ingredients, most commonly pyrethrins (66% of products containing PBO 
contain pyrethrins), another synergist (MGK 264), pyrethroids and other active ingredients such 
as IGR’s.   It cannot be concluded that PBO was the cause. 



• Since there was no identification of what other active ingredients were used, no correlation 
between the association attributed to PBO exposure and any pyrethroid or other pesticide 
active ingredient can be made, either.   

• The pyrethroid products most commonly used by PMPs (e.g. Dragnet, Tempo, Talstar, Demand, 
Suspend, Transport, etc. and their generic versions if they have them) do not use PBO.  This 
study says nothing about these products. 

• The authors admit that unmeasured factors could confound the relationship between PBO and 
36 month development outcomes.  For example, a delay in motor development was observed in 
the lowest PBO exposure group that was not observed in the higher exposure groups.  They 
admit this could be a chance finding attributable to small sample size.    

• They only conclude that the findings they made are preliminary and be useful for generating 
future hypotheses.     
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Though the suit may take years to litigate, it has the potential to signif icantly affect
PMPs virtually everyw here in the United States, NPMA reports.

Print this Story  Share  Save to MyPCT d

Fairfax, Va. — According to the National Pest Management Association, last w eek, the Center for Biological Diversity and Pesticide Action
Netw ork f iled suit against the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in the federal district court for the northern district of California,
alleging that EPA had failed to take steps required by the Endangered Species Act to protect more than 200 endangered species that are
located in every state and territory in the United States, except Alaska, American Samoa, Guam and the Northern Marianas Islands.

The suit is more than 400 pages long and asks the court to protect more than 200 species by requiring EPA to initiate consultations w ith the
Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service on almost 400 pesticide active ingredients, including most products used
by PMPs.

In addition, the suit asks the court to impose "restrictions on the use of the identif ied pesticides w here they may affect endangered and
threatened species and critical habitats until the consultation process has been completed and EPA has brought its pesticide registrations
into compliance."

Though the suit may take years to litigate, it has the potential to signif icantly affect PMPs virtually everyw here in the United States, NPMA
reports.

To see the law suit, click here.

Here are excerpts from a release from the Center for Biological Diversity:

“For decades, the EPA has turned a blind eye to the disastrous effects pesticides can have on some of America’s rarest species,” said Jeff
Miller, a conservation advocate w ith the Center. “This law suit is intended to force the EPA to follow  the law  and ensure that harmful
chemicals are not sprayed in endangered species habitats.”

The law suit seeks protection for 214 endangered and threatened species throughout the United States, including the Florida panther,
California condor, piping plover, black-footed ferret, arroyo toad, Indiana bat, bonytail chub and Alabama sturgeon. Documents from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service and EPA, as w ell as peer-review ed scientif ic studies, indicate these species are harmed by the pesticides at
issue. More than a billion pounds of pesticides are used annually in the United States, and the EPA has registered more than 18,000
different pesticides for use. Extensive scientif ic studies show  w idespread and pervasive pesticide contamination in groundw ater, drinking
w ater and w ildlife habitats throughout the country.

Many EPA-approved pesticides are also linked to cancer and other severe health effects in humans. Some pesticides can act as endocrine
disruptors, interfering w ith natural hormones, damaging reproductive function and offspring, and causing developmental, neurological and
immune problems in w ildlife and humans. Endocrine-disrupting pesticides cause sexual deformities such as intersex f ish (w ith male and
female parts) that cannot reproduce. Scientists believe that pesticides may also play a role in the recent colony collapse disorder, the
disappearance of bees that are agriculturally important pollinators.

“The EPA authorizes pesticide uses that result in millions of pounds of toxins, including carcinogens and endocrine disruptors, entering our
w aterw ays each year, polluting our soil and poisoning our drinking w ater,” said Miller. “Common-sense restrictions on pesticide use that
protect endangered species can also safeguard human health.”
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U.S. Approves Genetically Modified
Alfalfa
By ANDREW POLLACK

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced on Thursday that he would authorize the

unrestricted commercial cultivation of genetically modified alfalfa, setting aside a controversial

compromise that had generated stiff opposition.

In making the decision, Mr. Vilsack pulled back from a novel proposal that would have

restricted the growing of genetically engineered alfalfa to protect organic farmers from so-called

biotech contamination. That proposal drew criticism at a recent Congressional hearing and in

public forums where Mr. Vilsack outlined the option.

Mr. Vilsack said Thursday that his department would take other measures, like conducting

research and promoting dialogue, to make sure that pure, nonengineered alfalfa seed would

remain available.

“We want to expand and preserve choice for farmers,” he told reporters. “We think the decision

reached today is a reflection of our commitment to choice and trust.”

Mr. Vilsack in recent months has been calling for coexistence among growers of genetically

engineered crops, organic farmers and nonorganic farmers growing crops that have not been

genetically altered.

Organic farmers can lose sales if genetic engineering is detected in their crops, which occurs

through cross-pollination from a nearby field or through intermingling of seeds. And exports of

nonorganic but nonengineered crops to certain countries can be jeopardized if genetically

engineered material is detected in significant amounts.

The genetically modified crop — developed by Monsanto and Forage Genetics, an alfalfa seed

company that is owned by the Land O’Lakes farming and dairy cooperative — contains a gene

that makes the plant resistant to the herbicide Roundup. That allows farmers to spray the

chemical to kill weeds without hurting the crop.

Alfalfa is grown mostly to make hay fed to dairy cows and horses. More than 20 million acres
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are grown in the United States; it is the nation’s fourth-largest crop by acreage, behind corn,

soybeans and wheat, with a value of about $8 billion. About 1 percent of alfalfa is organic.

In deciding whether to approve the genetically engineered alfalfa, the Agriculture Department

was considering restricting areas where the crop could be planted. That, Mr. Vilsack argued,

would help prevent litigation, like the lawsuits that have already delayed the approval of

genetically altered alfalfa and sugar beets.

“The rapid adoption of G.E. crops has clashed with the rapid expansion of demand for organic

and other non-G.E. products,” Mr. Vilsack wrote in a letter issued by his department in

December. “This clash led to litigation and uncertainty. Such litigation will potentially lead to the

courts’ deciding who gets to farm their way and who will be prevented from doing so.”

But the proposal ran into considerable opposition in Congress and from some farm groups and

biotechnology companies.

They argued that since the department’s environmental impact statement had concluded that

growing the alfalfa would be safe, the government was obligated to allow it to be grown without

restrictions.

Introducing restrictions based on economic consequences of pollen drift “politicizes the

regulatory process and goes beyond your statutory authority,” Representative Frank D. Lucas,

Republican of Oklahoma, who is the new chairman of the House Agriculture Committee, wrote

to Mr. Vilsack on Jan. 19, before holding a hearing on the proposals the next day. The letter was

also written by Republican Senators Saxby Chambliss of Georgia and Pat Roberts of Kansas.

At the news conference on Thursday, Mr. Vilsack at one point said that the department did

have the authority to restrict planting. But at another point, he said of the decision to allow

unrestricted planting: “We are working within the statutory and regulatory system we have

available to us.”

Organic farmers and food companies said they were not pleased with the decision on Thursday.

“It was disappointing, but as you know, there is a tremendous amount of pressure here,” said

George Siemon, chief executive of Organic Valley, the nation’s largest organic dairy cooperative.

He said federal oversight was needed to keep organic crops free of genetically engineered

material.

Critics of planting restrictions said they were concerned that the approach used in alfalfa would

eventually be extended to other crops, causing restrictions on the growing of corn, soybeans and

cotton, the vast majority of which are already genetically engineered.
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“It’s like a Pandora’s box,” said Keith Menchey, manager of science and environmental issues

for the National Cotton Council of America.

Critics also said that restricting the growing of alfalfa would undermine Washington’s efforts to

persuade other countries to accept genetically modified crops.

The Agriculture Department first approved the commercial planting of the genetically

engineered alfalfa in 2005. But some environmental groups and alfalfa seed producers sued.

In 2007, a federal judge rescinded the approval, saying the department had not adequately

assessed the environmental impacts of the biotech crop, including the possible effect on organic

and conventional farmers. The judge ordered the department to do a full environmental impact

statement and banned further planting of the engineered seeds. The Supreme Court in 2010

overturned the ban on planting, but did not reinstate the approval of the crop, so no new seeds

could be planted.

The final environmental impact statement, 2,300 pages long, was released last month. It said

that the department would decide between two options: allowing unrestricted commercial

growing or partly restricted growing.

The partial restriction would have prohibited growing the biotech alfalfa on about 20 percent of

current alfalfa acreage nationwide, and about 50 percent in Western states, where most alfalfa

seed is produced, according to Forage Genetics.

Andrew Kimbrell, executive director of the Center for Food Safety, the advocacy group that

organized the lawsuit against the Agriculture Department, said his group would soon ask the

judge in the case to rule that the environmental impact statement was still inadequate.

“It’s clear that Vilsack caved to pressure from the biotech industry and Monsanto,” he said.

“We’ll be back in court seeking to vacate this approval, as we have done in the past.”
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Spot the difference

Seed of change
America may shift its policy on genetically modified crops

EUROPEANS are notoriously squeamish about genetically modified (GM) crops. In America,
however, they reign supreme. Since farmers first planted GM soya in 1996, engineered crops
have steadily conquered America’s vast farmland. Last year 93% of cotton and soya acres
contained genetically engineered crops, as did 86% of corn acres. In the past the Agriculture
Department (USDA) has placed relatively meagre limits on this expansion. This month,
however, that may change.

Alfalfa, that humble feedstuff, is at the heart of an intense debate. The USDA will soon decide
how to regulate Roundup Ready alfalfa, engineered by Monsanto to resist a chemical used to
kill weeds. The department may allow GM alfalfa but, for the first time, set strict rules on the
extent of planting allowed. This could be a model for the future, the biggest policy change for
GM crops since their introduction. Tom Vilsack, the agriculture secretary, says that the issue is
not whether GM alfalfa is safe—the USDA maintains that it is. Rather, the question is how
regulations might help engineered crops exist beside conventional and organic ones. It is a
fraught endeavour.

The rule on alfalfa aims to ease growing trouble, on the fields and in court. America’s farms
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have seen two divergent trends over the past 15 years: the rise of GM crops and, on a
smaller scale, an expanding market for organic products. Theirs is not a peaceful relationship.
Wind has an unfortunate tendency to blow GM seed into organic fields. Farmers, like all good
Americans, are stubborn and litigious. Lawsuits about contaminated fields have moved
through the courts. One such case concerns GM alfalfa.

In 2005 the USDA approved Roundup Ready alfalfa. Opponents of GM crops filed a lawsuit
soon after and, in 2007, a federal judge ordered the USDA to conduct a more lengthy review.
After publishing a draft report in 2009 and receiving some 244,000 comments, the USDA
issued its final report on December 16th. The department presented two preferred options.
First, it may allow GM alfalfa to be grown freely, like GM corn or soya. In the second choice, it
would approve planting with rules to prevent the contamination of non-GM crops. For
example, five miles (8km) would have to separate GM alfalfa from conventional or organic
alfalfa fields. The USDA will receive comments on the plan until January 24th. A decision is
expected soon after, so that farmers can prepare for spring planting.

A frenzy of activity has followed December’s report, with Mr Vilsack encouraging further
discussion among farm groups. At a meeting at the USDA on December 20th, organic
advocates demanded more, such as compensation for farmers whose crops are contaminated.
Big farm associations were horrified—by the proposed rule and by the meeting itself. “What
the USDA did on December 20th was akin to the European process,” shudders Russell
Williams of the American Farm Bureau Federation. Mr Williams fears that the rule on alfalfa
augurs further limits on GM crops.

Mr Vilsack insists that his department does not prefer one type of farming over another.
Rather, he wants to help them coexist more peacefully. Without any action, Mr Vilsack
argues, courts will dictate the future of GM, organic and conventional crops. (In August a
court halted planting of GM beets pending a review, and another lawsuit aims to stop GM
eucalyptus trees.) Mr Vilsack’s course will not be smooth. Opponents of GM crops sued the
department over its original decision on alfalfa. Now GM advocates may sue the department
over its new one.
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Why You Should Care About
Genetically Modified Alfalfa
By Samuel Fromartz

Wikimedia Commons

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack decided last week to fully deregulate the planting of alfalfa

genetically modified to resist the spraying of Roundup herbicide, so why should you care? 

You might argue over whether Roundup Ready alfalfa is safe or not. But long before that

argument's settled, organic farmers will face major economic losses.

This move had been opposed by organic farmers and consumers because of the strong possibility that

genetically modified alfalfa will cross-pollinate non-GM alfalfa. This has been recognized by the

Supreme Court as potentially harmful to the organics sector, since organic foods cannot be produced

with genetically modified crops. Once organic livestock are fed GM alfalfa, they can no longer be

called organic. 
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The only appeasement the USDA offered were panels on studying ways to prevent contamination

from occurring in the future. But this seems akin to studying ways to protect a forest after loggers

have been allowed to cut down the trees. 

The decision was a stunning reversal of a more measured approach that Vilsack appeared to be taking

in December, when the USDA talked about considering the impact of the GM crop on other sectors of

agriculture. But that was before he faced an uproar from the GM industry and the editorial page of

The Wall Street Journal for playing nice with organic farmers. As George Siemon, head of the

Organic Valley dairy co-operative, said:

The biotech industry has waged a complete war on the Secretary of Agriculture for ... the

consideration of a co-existence proposal. They used all their influence to have the Secretary's

job challenged. There here have been op-eds in major papers and magazines ("Sack Vilsack,"

Forbes), special meetings with the White House, grilling by the Justice Department, endless

lobbying, and on Thursday of last week, a Congressional member forum was held where the

Secretary was taken to the wood shed and asked repeatedly why he had not approved RR-

alfalfa sooner. All this for simply opening the coexistence conversation and acknowledging that

property rights and other markets should be considered.

And as Liana Hoodes, director of the National Organic Coalition, said: "Organic farmers and others

are now left, once again, having to take all the precautions while biotech takes little responsibility." 

So what's the potential impact? 

1. Less organic forage crops. Why would any farmer plant organic alfalfa when he knows a

farmer nearby is planting GM alfalfa? Not only will his costs be higher in terms of cultivating an

organic crop, but the possibility now exists that the crop will not be organic once it's harvested. So

why bother? 

2. Fewer organic dairy farmers. Organic dairy farmers plant alfalfa in fields where their cows

graze, but they may also buy hay for winter. With fewer sources of organic forages, costs for organic

dairy farmers will rise. What's the smartest decision here? Reduce your risk by avoiding the organic

market altogether. Or maybe buy your organic forage crops from China, as people have been doing

with soybeans. 

3. Higher prices for organic consumers. If the supply of organic forages falls, the cost will rise.

Organic dairy farmers will either be squeezed and go under or organic milk prices will rise. The

impact: higher prices at the checkout counter for moms and dads buying organic milk for their kids.

(Or maybe we'll see more imports of organic milk powder from nations with stricter GM controls to

keep the market going.) 

http://www.organicvalley.coop/community/organicsense/article/article/gm-alfalfa-whats-happening-now/?utm_source=ff&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=os110126&utm_content=header
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4. Less investment in organic meat. Organic meat has been a fast-growing sector of the market,

but why would anyone invest in this business if you could be disqualified by contaminated feed? The

rational business decision would be to ignore the U.S. and invest in organic operations outside the

U.S.—Uruguay anyone? 

5. Fewer conventional export opportunities. The contamination of rice fields by GM test plots

in Louisiana led to multimillion dollar law suits. Why? Conventional rice farmers lost markets in

countries that didn't want to import GM rice. The same could be true of forages—that is, unless the

U.S. is successful in getting the rest of the world to buy GM crops, as the State Department is hoping. 

Now you might argue over whether Roundup Ready alfalfa is safe or not. But long before that

argument's settled, organic farmers will face major economic losses—the same small farmers that the

USDA likes to present as poster children for agriculture. 

The other possibility is that organic farmers, certifiers, processors, retailers, and consumers

knowingly accept some degree of genetically modified crops—despite regulations preventing it. Either

way, consumers will take a hit. In what way or how big a hit? Only time will tell. 

This post also appears on chewswise.com.

This article available online at:

http://www.theatlantic.com/food/archive/2011/02/why-you-should-care-about-genetically-modified-

alfalfa/70557/

Copyright © 2011 by The Atlantic Monthly Group. All Rights Reserved.
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It's worth noting that
when scientists want
to create experimental
cancer cells in the
laboratory they use
methyl iodide.

The Terminator: Schwarzenegger's
Killer Pesticide

In the days before he left office, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger's administration planted a chemical

time bomb in California strawberry fields that, if not defused, could cause cancer, thyroid toxicity,

permanent neurological damage, and miscarriages, according to 54 distinguished chemists, including five

Nobel laureates (PDF). 

The chemical in question is called methyl iodide (or iodomethane) and is marketed under the trade name

MIDAS by Arysta LifeScience, a Tokyo-based firm that is the world's largest privately held agrichemical

company. Methyl iodide is a fumigant that is injected into fields before planting to kill insects,

microorganisms, fungi, weed seeds—virtually every living organism. 

Claiming that it can also kill the humans who handle it or

are unfortunate enough to live in the vicinity of farms

(PDF), a group of farm workers and environmental health

organizations filed suit late last year to reverse California's

Department of Pesticide Regulation's approval of methyl

iodide's use. 

"We are going to court to challenge the last-minute

approval of this cancer-causing pesticide," said Paul

Towers, director of Pesticide Watch Education Fund, a

BIO ALL POSTS

BARRY ESTABROOK - Barry Estabrook is a former contributing editor at Gourmet

magazine. His work on a dairy farm and fishing boat taught him that writing about food

was easier than producing it. He blogs at politicsoftheplate.com.
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public health and environmental organization that is one

of the plaintiffs. "The department did this despite the

state's own Scientific Review Committee's unanimous warning that it was too toxic to be let out of the

laboratory." 

The suit claims that the Department of Pesticide Regulation violated the California Environmental Quality

Act, Birth Defects Prevention Act, and Pesticide Contamination Prevention Act. 

But the plaintiffs are also taking aim at the tactics officials used to get the approval through before the

arrival of a new, perhaps less agribusiness-friendly administration. Realizing they hadn't left themselves

enough time to fully implement the approval process before Governor Jerry Brown was sworn in, they

declared an "emergency." Under the law, registration of pesticides for restricted use can be fast-tracked in

California in emergency situations. 

"They created their own emergency," said Greg Loarie, an attorney at Earthjustice, a public-interest law

firm that is handling the case. "They didn't have to register methyl iodide. They could have waited; they

just didn't want to. So our lawsuit claims that the purported emergency is bogus." 

Interest in methyl iodide has risen as a result of the phasing-out of methyl bromide, chemical agriculture's

fumigant du-jour until it began to be eliminated in the 1990s because of the severe damage it caused to

the stratosphere's ozone layer. In terms of human health, however, the changeover represented a leap

from the frying pan into the fire. 

When the Bush-era Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was considering allowing methyl iodide's use

as a pesticide, the 54 chemists mentioned earlier in this post sent the agency a detailed letter that was at

times scathing and at others pleading (PDF). "Agents like methyl iodide are extraordinarily well-known

cancer hazards in the chemical community," they wrote. "Because of methyl iodide's high volatility and

water solubility, broad use of this chemical in agriculture will guarantee substantial releases to air, surface

waters, and ground water, and will result in exposures for many people." 

The researchers concluded: "It is astounding then that

the Office of Pesticide Programs is working to legalize

one of the more toxic chemicals used in manufacturing

into the environment." 

It's worth noting that when scientists want to create

experimental cancer cells in the laboratory they use

methyl iodide. 

But warnings from members of the scientific community—even Nobel Prize winners—went unheard at

the EPA, which cleared the way for methyl iodide's use in the 46 states that don't have their own

environmental protection units. Of the four states that do, New York and Washington refused to allow it.

Florida and California have given the chemical their blessing. 

As part of its approval of the new fumigant, Florida required that Arysta monitor air and groundwater

quality near sites where it was applied. The early results showed potentially dangerous levels of the

chemical and its byproducts in the air and water. 

For the time being, California's decision to approve the chemical is something of a moot point. Fumigants

are not typically applied during the winter. Come spring, Loarie is not ruling out using a legal injunction

to stop methyl iodide's use until the Department of Pesticide Regulation obeys the law.

Correction: This piece originally included several references to methyl bromide when it should have

referred to methyl iodide.
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When the Bush-era Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) was considering allowing methyl bromide's

use as a pesticide, the 54 chemists mentioned earlier in this post sent the agency a detailed letter that

was at times scathing and at others pleading (PDF). "Agents like methyl iodide are extraordinarily well-

known cancer hazards in the chemical community," they wrote. "Because of methyl bromide's high

volatility and water solubility, broad use of this chemical in agriculture will guarantee substantial

releases to air, surface waters, and ground water, and will result in exposures for many people."

Having followed the PDF link, it would seem that you have been mixing your fumigants, and worse yet,

getting the quotes wrong. It is "Because of methyl iodide’s high volatility" not methyl bromide. There is no

mention of methyl bromide in the referenced letter. 

That may not be the only instance as the flipping back and forth between methyl bromide and methyl iodide

continues through the remainder of the article.

This is an ironic snippet from the short bio at the top of the article:

His work on a dairy farm and fishing boat taught him that writing about food was easier than producing

it.

Perhaps that should be extended to writing about fumigants. Seriously, if you are going to be raising and/or

repeating claims of impending doom you best be significantly more careful in your writing.

Sigh. Nothing like causing fear based on misleading information. Yes, Methyl Iodide and Methyl Bromide

are both cancer causing chemicals with high volitility. Of course, EVERYTHING causes cancer under the

right circumstances. 
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What's key here to understand is the relative concentrations and the dispersion and breakdown rates of the

chemical, and how those breakdown rates relate to incidence of cancers and such. There's a world of

difference between a pure chemical, and a chemical present in 1 part per billion, and how they cause cancer.

That's what this article is woefully lacking

Or to use an example from the other side of the ballpark. Rotenone is a "Natural Organic Pesticide" used for

"Organic foods." Unfortunately it also causes Parkinson's disease. So, a long term side effect of Organic

foods is Parkinson's disease? Quite possible.

This author could have avoided his many mistakes of fact by the simple act of following accepted journalism

practices by requiring independent confirmation of each statement he or his interviewees made. Since he

didn't, he just looks ignorant and foolish. The EPA did not ignore the public comment letter it received from

the 54 scientists, it exhaustively responded to each point they raised with factual data contradicting their

assertion--calling on more than 100 toxicologists and other pesticide research specialists for their answer--

for, as it turns out, only a few of the 54 scientists were even qualified to comment about toxicology. Still, it

asked the 54 to bring forward evidence of their claims and supporting data. They never did so despite the

lapse of significant time and repeated urgings. Another mistake: The science panel cited by Mr. Towers was

charged with peer review of the data used by the California Department of Pesticide Regulation in establishing

its risk assessment, a job they failed miserably to perform. Instead, they made unsupportable conjectures not

in the data, including using hypothetical--not real--data to model effects that actual studies refuted. Scientists

agree that methyl iodide and methyl bromide are roughly equally toxic. That is hazard. What is more

important is judging risk, and determining mitigation of that risk. The California department imposed

restrictions that are hundreds of times more stringent than those already deemed safe by the US-EPA. The

hazard and risk were mitigated to safe levels, then additional 10-time safety factors were added to make them

far safer yet. The emergency was not the decision to register, which CA-DPR had made months previously, but

to list the product as a restricted pesticide and give local agricultural commissioners the authority to impose

still stronger restrictions if they felt them necessary. Otherwise, local officials would have no controls. CA-DPR

wisely chose the safer course once again. So using methyl iodide is not only safer than methyl bromide when

all of the label requirements are followed, using it instead of methyl bromide also protects the ozone layer and

prevents hundreds of deaths each year from skin cancer. As Rick Jones points out, the author is completely

wrong regarding citation of methyl bromide in the 54-scientist letter. The author is wrong once again when he

globally states the use of methyl bromide as a means of causing experimental cancer cells. And he is wrong

when he states that New York and Washington refused to allow the application of methyl iodide. Neither state

has a sufficiently large agricultural user base to make sale of methyl iodide feasible, and no registration

request was denied by the two states; rather, the registrant withdrew requests to register methyl iodide there

and concentrated on California registration. Finally, the author once again errs regarding groundwater

contamination by methyl iodide. While studies are ongoing and inconclusive, methyl iodide rapidly breaks

down in the presence of water, releasing iodide that quickly and binds to soil organic matter. It is not a risk to

groundwater aquifers. In fact, a study of nearly 2,000 wells in California shows that most have naturally

occurring traces of iodide in them--which is useful, since we humans require iodine to live. Iodide

DEFICIENCY is a huge worldwide health problem affecting more than 2 billion individuals according to the

World Health Organization. The editors of The Atlantic should be ashamed of this article and should retract

it!

Gee. Lemme think. Do I want a small portion of neurotoxin with my strawberries? I think I will pass. How

long will it take us to figure out that the expedient of using chemicals in "minute" amounts causes an

accumulation of problems. A video by Ken Cook of the Environmental Working group brings this point

chillingly home: http://organicconnectmag.com/w.../

But "Organic" strawberries sprayed with rotenone are OK?
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This will obviously affect the sales of the strawberries coming from California. If the state department does

not reverse its decision or explain further about the use of the pesticide on their strawberry fields, this might

have an adverse effect on strawberry industry.

Will be making sure not to buy any food products from either California, or Florida. The fact the it is legal to

use it makes all their food suspect.

Chemical manufacturing companies, like pharmaceutical companies, have been trying to phase out the use

of methyl iodide in chemical synthesis because it's toxic and the risks are too high. If it is too toxic to be

used by manufacturers who know the risks and are experts at using dangerous chemicals, it probably

shouldn't be used on strawberries.
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To save Chesapeake, turf may face tough love 

By David A. Fahrenthold 
Washington Post Staff Writer 
Monday, November 8, 2010; A07  

The Chesapeake Bay does not like your lawn.  

That green grass is probably coated with pesticides and fertilizers and studded with pet poop. All that washes 
off in the rain and causes environmental problems downstream in the Chesapeake.  

Now, the humble suburban lawn is a test case for the Obama administration, which is trying to overhaul the 
long-failed effort to clean up the bay.  

Its vision calls for unprecedented - and perhaps uncomfortable - changes on land. Farmers will cut back on 
fertilizer. Taxpayers will shell out to improve sewer plants and filter storm runoff.  

And your lawn might need to be replaced by rain gardens or shaggy fields of native plants.  

What's missing is a detailed plan - and an assurance that residents will choose a distant estuary over the beloved 
patch of green outside their door.  

"The well-manicured, beautiful, dark-green, over-fertilized lawn can be part of the problem," said Randy 
Bartlett, a public works official in Fairfax County. He said that in addition to paying more fees, residents might 
see new rules or incentive programs designed to make them view their lawn differently. "It's kind of like with 
the seat belts. It took us a while to get used to it."  

The Chesapeake's main problems are a pair of pollutants, nitrogen and phosphorus, that wash downstream in 
manure, treated sewage and fertilizer. In the bay, these feed unnatural algae blooms that rob the water of 
dissolved oxygen, creating underwater "dead zones."  

These problems have not been resolved, despite a 27-year cleanup effort that has cost billions of dollars, but the 
EPA says it is determined to put the cleanup on course.  

This fall, it scolded several states for not doing enough to curtail the pollution they send downstream. For those 
states, including Virginia and Pennsylvania, the Environmental Protection Agency threatened unprecedented 
punishments: It would force costly sewer-plant upgrades or limit new development in some areas.  

Oliver Houck, a professor at Tulane University in New Orleans, said that the EPA has made the Chesapeake a 
national laboratory. He said that other bodies of water, including the Gulf of Mexico, have similar dead zones 
but that the problem hasn't been tackled with the same ambition.  

"You win this thing, you're winning it for the country," Houck said.  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/�


As minuscule as lawns seem, they add up. This year, the Chesapeake Stormwater Network, an advocacy group, 
found that turf grass was the largest "crop" in the Chesapeake watershed, more widespread than any crop grown 
on farms.  

So part of the new save-the-bay effort, officials and environmentalists say, should be a re-imagining of the 
lawn.  

Rainwater that falls onto lawns often washes off laden with nitrogen and phosphorus. It runs into storm sewers, 
mixing with runoff from parking lots and roads.  

"Everything that is laying on . . . grass or sidewalk or parking lot, whether that be dirt or fertilizer or trash," 
comes downstream, said Brent Bolin of the Anacostia Watershed Society.  

This is an urban area's wash water, and it accounts for 8 percent of the nitrogen and 15 percent of the 
phosphorus entering the Chesapeake. Those totals have continued to grow, despite the cleanup's efforts, because 
development has increased parking lots, roads and lawns.  

The EPA's plans to clean up this runoff include re-imagining what a storm sewer is. Instead of using pipes, the 
agency envisions that states and counties will have to install grassy ditches and restore natural streams in place 
of concrete channels. The idea is to slow down runoff and let it seep into dirt and roots.  

For homeowners, the main effect of these efforts will be increased fees. It's not clear how much fees will 
increase: The EPA says cost increases will be "marginal." But in Fairfax, Bartlett estimated building them might 
bring fees up to $250 to $600 a household per year, up from $70 now.  

Environmentalists also say lawns should change. A more bay-friendly choice, they say, would be to remove 
grass and replace it with native plants that need no fertilizer and less watering.  

Or, they say, homeowners could replace some of their grass with a "rain garden," which catches the water in a 
depression and lets it soak into the roots of trees and shrubs.  

"I mean, look at how beautiful it is," said Jane Good, who paid about $7,000 to install a rain garden behind her 
Bethesda home. Montgomery County provided guidance and a rebate that paid less than half of the cost. "You 
look at this, and you don't think that it has a special purpose."  

'A giant, huge hole' 

Not everybody is as pleased, though, to have a rain garden behind their house.  

In Gainesville, the Hopewell's Landing subdivision was built with rain gardens throughout one section. 
Resident Kenneth Padgett said the one near his house is a pit as deep as six feet, with very steep sides.  

"I thought it was a great thing until they started putting them in," Padgett said. The idea was introduced, he said, 
in "a pamphlet with a beautiful picture. When it was implemented, it was a giant huge hole in the ground."  

Among those worried about the EPA's new crackdown is the National Association of Home Builders. 
Association officials fear that the new rules could discourage redevelopment of older sites because costly new 
rules would require installing rain-catching features as part of the renovations.  



"Those requirements are going to be very, very aggressive, very, very costly, and a stretch for anybody to try to 
meet," said Glynn Rountree of the association. As costs and restrictions mount, he predicted, residents are 
"going to reassess how much the Chesapeake Bay is worth to them."  

EPA officials say that the change will not be that drastic and that homeowners who don't make large-scale 
renovations probably won't have to change anything about their lawns.  

"We cannot envision anybody telling homeowners to tear up their lawns or replant our lawns with something," 
said J. Charles Fox, the EPA's bay cleanup czar.  

Possible rule changes 

Residents could still see a series of smaller rule changes affecting lawns and lawn care. In some places, they 
already are.  

In Annapolis, authorities have outlawed most use of fertilizer containing phosphorus on lawns. Virginia and 
Maryland officials said they could imagine other jurisdictions adopting similar rules.  

Joe Lerch of the Virginia Municipal League, which represents the state's local governments, said he wondered 
how laws such as that might be enforced.  

"We're laying off teachers, you know, policemen, firemen," Lerch said. "And now you want to hire fertilizer 
cops?"  

In Montgomery County, drainage rules enacted in 2007 apply when there are significant additions on small lots. 
Homeowners might need to install things that trap or filter rainwater before it flows off their property.  

In Bethesda recently, home builder Brad Beeson pulled up outside a property his company, Bethesda 
Bungalows, had recently built. He said county regulations required the business to install 10 large "recharge 
chambers" underground. These are porous boxes that look like large milk crates. Water from the gutters flows 
underground and into these boxes, where it leaks slowly into the soil.  

"He had to spend $50,000 to do this," Beeson said, referring to the homeowner. "And now he can't do his pool, 
and he can't do any kind of landscaping." Instead, he said, the homeowner had to opt for the cheapest kind of 
lawn: short, green grass.  



Saving the bay from your own back yard 
The EPA's push to save the Chesapeake Bay might need homeowners to make changes. 

 
SOURCE: Staff reports | By David Fahrenthold and Patterson Clark/The Washington Post - November 8, 2010 
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